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Remembering Packy Offield 


D he natural world lost a 

powerful ally in June when 
Paxson Offield, of Avalon, 
California, passed away after 
a battle with leukemia. Offield may not 
be familiar to most of you, but to those 
of us involved in the marine conserva- 
tion world, he was a towering figure. The 
great-grandson of William Wrigley Jr., 
the chewing-gum tycoon, 

Offield spent his life using 
the considerable means 
available to him to do good 
things for the world. Much 
of that largess focused on 
billfish and the oceans 
in general. 

I met ''Packy,” as 
everyone referred to him, 
when I joined him on the 
board of directors of The 
Billfish Foundation in 2002. 

Offield supported the conservation of 
billfish in countless ways, most nota- 
bly through the creation of the Offield 
Center for Billfish Studies, in conjunc- 
tion with Southern California’s Pfleger 
Institute for Environmental Research. 
The Center began conducting seminal 
research on marlin in 2000, and became 
an important pioneer in the deploy- 
ment of satellite tags, tagging more than 
450 billfish since the program began. 

The tagging efforts initially focused 
primarily on striped marlin but later 
branched out to include black and blue 
marlin, tagging fish in Ghana, Madeira, 
Venezuela, the Dominican Republic, 
California, Mexico, Panama, Ecuador, 
Costa Rica, New Zealand and Australia. 
TBF worked with the Center in 2009 


to study Peruvian fisheries alongside 
local scientists, exploring the waters off 
Cabo Blanco. 

Offield’s passion was not limited solely 
to saving billfish; he generously sup- 
ported other conservation efforts as well, 
for a diverse array of species ranging 
from white seabass to birds of prey. His 
list of accomplishments is long indeed, 
unrivaled in my experience. 
And he accomplished all of 
these good deeds with a self- 
effacing humility and sense 
of humor that are rare these 
days. He was a consummate 
sportsman and gentleman. 

In recent years, Offield 
joined the board of the 
International Game Fish 
Association, where he 
continued his good works 
as its most recent board 
chairman. He was inducted into the 
IGFA Hall of Fame in 2011, and the IGFA 
Web page has a great deal of information 
about his accomplishments and awards, 
which are too numerous to list here. You 
can access that by logging on to igfa.org/ 
Museum/HOF- Offield.aspx. 

When he learned of Packy’s death. 
Rich Andrews, of Colorado, a longtime 
friend of Packy’s and former TBF board 
member, said, "What a sad day for liter- 
ally every living thing on this planet.” 
That sums up Offield’s contribution per- 
fectly. His life was a shining example of 
what can be accomplished with determi- 
nation, intelligence and a passion for the 
natural world and the fauna that inhabit 
it. His was a life we should all try harder 
to emulate in our own lives. 



Paxson Offield (1951-2015) 



Editor-in-Ghief 

john.brownlee@bonniercorp.com 
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Big Fun in 

11 fishing trips aren’t great 
fun. Sometimes you’re fish- 
ing with someone you don’t 
like. Sometimes the seas are 
rough and cold, and sometimes the fish 
never bite — for days on end. If you’re 
one of those guys walking around say- 
ing you’ve never been skunked, then 
I’m going to tell you that you probably 
haven’t fished very much. Billfishing 
is never a sure thing. All the best 
places get slow periods, even when it’s 
supposed to be hot. 

Our most recent Marlin University 
session at Casa Vieja Lodge in Guatemala 
started out hot, brutally so. With tem- 
peratures in the mid-90s and no wind 
to speak of, our first day on the water 
felt like being under a broiler for eight 
hours. We hardly had a chance to notice; 
the fishing was on fire! On our first 
day of fishing. May 2, every boat released 
double-digit numbers of sails. 

On this trip, our students experienced 
a rare treat; we hit one of the best places 
in the world at its peak. Fishing for 
four days on four boats, our 16 Marlin 
University attendees totaled 735 raises, 
639 bites and 342 releases. These are the 
numbers recorded by the lodge captains; 
I was a journalism major and can’t count 
that high with any sort of reliability, so 
I’m sticking with them. 

One of the stars on that first day, 

Capt. Chico Alvarenga on A-Fin-Ity, 
had 79 raises, 68 bites and 39 releases! 
That’s a pretty good first day. I think we 
caught 20 or so on our boat, and I got 
a big thrill, thanks to our host and lodge 
owner, Capt. David Salazar. We were 
fishing on the 42-foot Whiticar Finest 
Kind, and deep into the afternoon. 


Guatemala 

Salazar went below and asked me if 
I wanted to drive. Sure. 

Well, with the bite like it was, it 
wasn’t long before we got another fish 
in the spread. The boys downstairs 
did a great job on the drop-back, and 
we caught it. I spun around and started 
heading back to the spot again, and sure 
enough, a doubleheader pops up and we 
catch one of the two. I turn back around 
and get back to the spot, and we catch 
another one. I have to say, by this point. 
I’m over the moon, and Salazar is sitting 
up on the bridge next to me giving me 
grief on how I’m going to have to buy 
him some new transmissions if I don’t 
start easing them into gear. I don’t 
have a lot of experience at the helm 
of a nice convertible sport-fisher, so 
I sure appreciated the chance to drive 
such a cool little boat. It went right 
where I wanted it, too, and made me 
look a lot better than I am. I was pretty 
much ecstatic. 

On our second day of fishing, three of 
our boats raised 230 fish, got 210 bites 
and released 128. With so many bites, 
it was easy for the boys to relax and 
get used to seeing a fish behind their 
bait. The fishing stayed hot for three 
days before falling off a bit on our final 
tournament day among the four boats. 
We got only 20 bites on our last day, 
converting 12, 1 think, but Jason Brice 
on Makaira caught 19 to seal the vic- 
tory. Once again, Salazar let me drive 
the boat at the end of the day, and we 
caught a doubleheader and another 
single before I banged a transmission 
again. It was a blast. 



Dave Ferrell 
EdItor-at-Large 

dave.ferrell@bonniercorp.com 


n Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/marllnmag. 
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LOVE AT FIRST BITE 

ON JUNE 3, MY GIRLFRIEND, Paula Hill, from Boston Harbor, 
Washington, and I took a trip to the East Cape, Baja California, in Mexico, 
to see if she could catch her first striped marlin. Hurricane Blanca was 
predicted to do a drive-by in about three days, so we only had two days 
to make this happen. I felt confident it would, since I had my old amigo 
Victor Garciglia as el capitdn. Victor picked us up in his old panga named 
Mosca. We made a bait stop around 7:30 a.m., and then Victor put out the 
spread with his favorite lures. Maybe an hour into the troll, just before 
the big fan turned on and the Sea of Cortez grew in size, the port 



outrigger jumped and the sound of the 
clicker on the old Penn reel let us know 
we had a customer. Paula jumped up 
and grabbed the rod, and set the hook 
only a couple of times. Then the beauti- 
ful billfish put on a show. We put a belt 
on her, and she caught the fish standing 
up, all by herself. Victor quickly 


grabbed the leader and brought the 
fish up for a quick picture and a swift 
release. I think it was love at first bite. 

Kelly Corcoran, the lucky boyfriend 
Via ennail 

SIGN ME UP 

I read the recent Marlin University 
update with interest [Xosta Rica Heats 
Up,” June/July 2015]. It sounds as if 
the participants had good weather 
and experienced some truly excellent 
fishing. It also sounds like an overall 
great time, a complete package from 
start to finish. Pve fished Costa Rica 
many times, and had good days and 
bad, but usually on my own. Hopefully, 
Marlin University will add some new 
venues in the future; I would like to try 
one out sometime and explore a new 
place while making new friends. 

Edward Provant 
Via ennail 



FROM THE MARLIN 
FACEBOOK PAGE 


Karl Anderson’s excellent feature on fishing with dredges [“Dredge to Catch,” 
June/July 2015] stimulated some interesting discussions on Marlines Facebook 
page (facebook.com/marlinmag). 


Lavonda and Larry McCandless Ifyou 
used dynamite that looked like a fish, 
just think; you could just blow them up 
and then go back and pick them up. What 
a sport this is becoming. 

Tom DeMoss I guess we are just 
dinosaurs, Capt. Larry. The days of 
brining and deboning mullet for trolling 
baits are long gone. Old school. LOL 


Ches Jenkins Life was much simpler 
back in the 20 years CSOs and ’90s) when 
I was fishing professionally. We caught 
our fair share using a single split-back 
mullet teaser. I think dredges should be 
outlawed in tournaments. That’s just my 
opinion, but since I don’t fish anymore, 
have at it! 

Brandon Greenwald Dredges produce! 


SOUND OFF! You have three options for submitting your letters to the editor; [1] EMAIL: Send email to 
editor@marlinmag.com. [2] MAIL: Write Marlin Magazine, Letters, 460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, Winter Park, FL 32789. 
[3] FAX: 407-628-7061. You can also sign up for Marlin’s newsletter at marlinmag.com/newsletter. 
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IBT Changes to 
30-Pound-Test-Line 
Fishing Tournament 


he International Billfish 
Tournament of Club Nautico 
de San Juan, being held 
Sept. 24-30, is set to become 
a 30-pound-test event for the first 
time, providing anglers with increased 
challenges while setting the bar higher 
for conservation efforts. ''We are 


hoping to increase the international 
angler participation with a change to 
30-pound-test line,” says Ricky Jaen, 
chairman of the 62nd tournament. 
"Boats will still be allowed to fish 
with the same group of anglers 
throughout the tournament, and we will 
keep innovating ways to offer the best 


The Castillo San Felipe del Morro is the iconic 
backdrop for the IBT at Club Nautico de San 
Juan, now a 30-pound-test tournament. 


tournament.” Visiting anglers wishing 
to fish the peak of marlin season off 
Puerto Rico can also take advantage of 
the rotating boat system the tourna- 
ment offers, allowing anglers to fish and 
compete on a different boat every day. 



IGFA PARTNERS ON CARIBBEAN 
BILLFISH PROJECT 

The International Game Fish 
Association will be the lead recreational 
fishing organization for the Caribbean 
Billfish Project. The three-year project is 
a $1.95 million component implemented 
by the World Bank and financed by the 
Global Environment Facility that aims 
to develop one or more long-term pilot 
projects for sustainable management 
and conservation of billfish within the 
western central Atlantic Ocean. 

The IGFA will provide scientific advice 
on measures concerning the conser- 
vation and management of billfish 
resources, including biological, social 
and economic aspects of billfish 
fisheries in the Caribbean. IGFA will 
also establish and serve as the secre- 
tariat for the Consortium on Billfish 
Management and Conservation in 
the western central Atlantic, which 
will comprise relevant organizations 
working together with an agreed work 



GULF OF MEXICO 

BLUE MARLIN RECAPTURE 

The Billfish Foundation recently reported a recapture 
of a blue marlin originally tagged in the Gulf of 
Mexico and caught along the coast of Costa Rica. The 
estimated 150-pound blue marlin was caught and 
tagged off Venice, Louisiana, on July 26, 2014, aboard 
Miss Remy by angler Joy Lobrano, her first-ever blue 
marlin. More than 1,300 miles from where it was 
originally tagged, the fish was recaptured 242 days 
later on March 25, 2015, off Puerto Limon along the 
Caribbean coast of Costa Rica. 
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COURTESY SAN JUAN INTERNATIONAL BILLFISH TOURNAMENT / RICHARD GIBSON (TOP). 
COURTESY AMERICAN SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION (OPPOSITE) 







catch limits, improving the accuracy of 
fish- stock information through greater 
involvement by the states, and incorporat- 
ing data collected by anglers themselves. 
In addition. Congressional Sportsmen's 
Caucus co-chair Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., 
added an amendment that gives NOAA 
Fisheries the authority to implement 
management practices better tailored to 
the nature of recreational fishing. 

''Rep. Wittman's amendment 
addresses one of the key priorities 


of the Morris-Deal Commission — 
adopting a revised approach to saltwater 
recreational-fisheries management," said 
Mike Nussman, president and CEO of the 
American Sportfishing Association. "This 
provision will promote the consideration 
of management approaches that fit 
the interests of recreational anglers, 
as opposed to the current approach 
of applying a commercial-fisheries 
management model onto the nation's 
11 million anglers." 


plan and budget that responds to 
project needs. 

HOUSE PASSES LEGISLATION 
BENEFITING RECREATIONAL FISHING 

On June 2, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed H.R. 1335, a bill 
to reauthorize the Magnuson- Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act. "The House action recognizes 
the increasing popularity of saltwater 
recreational fishing, which contributes 
$70 billion annually to the nation's 
economy and supports 454,000 jobs in 
every type of business from marinas, 
tackle shops and boat dealerships to 
restaurants, motels and clothing stores," 
said Jeff Angers, president of the Center 
for Coastal Conservation. "While 
H.R. 1335 isn't perfect, it goes a long way 
toward addressing the priorities of the 
recreational-fishing community." 


Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla., 
met with members of the ASA Government 
Affairs Committee in Washington. 


The House-passed measure reflects 
many of the recommendations of the 
Commission on Saltwater Recreational 
Fisheries Management, also known 
as the Morris-Deal Commission. "The 
Morris-Deal Commission described 
six priorities for the future of saltwater 
recreational-fisheries management," 
said Whit Fosburgh, president of the 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation 
Partnership. "The House action advances 
many of these priorities, and we look 
forward to continuing to advance the 
interests of the nation's 11 million salt- 
water anglers as the Magnuson- Stevens 
Act reauthorization process continues 
moving forward in this Congress." 

Provisions in H.R. 1335 include 
promoting a more transparent and 
science-based review of fishery alloca- 
tions, helping ensure that important 
fisheries aren't closed unnecessarily by 
providing limited exceptions for annual 
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® CONSERVATION 


BY ANDREW cox 



Practice Like 
You Play 

CIRCLE-HOOK REGULATIONS NEED TO CATCH UP WITH THE TIMES 


D n a famous 2002 interview, now- retired NBA star Allen 

Iverson responded to criticism that he sometimes skipped 
practice by saying, ''We're talking about practice. We ain't talk- 
ing about the game! We're talking about practice, man!" That interview 
came to mind when I tried to rationalize J hook usage outside of billfish 
tournaments. Why is it that circle hooks are required when fishing in 
billfish tournaments but not when the majority of anglers are fishing 
for sailfish, white marlin and blue marlin outside of them? Professional 
athletes can't change the shape or size of the ball between games 
and practices (except maybe Tom Brady), so why is it that we aren't 
required to practice like we play when chasing billfish? 


Current federal regulations only 
require circle hooks in tournaments 
when anglers fish with natural baits, 
live or dead, or when using combination 
baits like the Ilander-and-ballyhoo 
combination. Circle hooks have proven 
their effectiveness for kite-fishing 
and dropping back to a charging white 
marlin, sailfish or blue marlin when 
trolling. However, J hooks are still 
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used in many fisheries because they 
are perceived to be more effective at 
catching meat species. Not only does the 
research find otherwise, Tve personally 
caught countless mahimahi, tuna and 
wahoo on circle hooks. 


Anglers are only required to use circle 
hooks during billfish tournaments, but 
many wish to require them at all times. 


The circle-hook regulation was 
originally implemented in 2007 and 
finalized in 2008, but many tournaments 
required anglers to use circle hooks prior 
to the government mandate, and they 
are used exclusively in locations with no 
regulations requiring their use. As the 
paradigm continues to shift, many indi- 
viduals in the sport-fishing community 
would like to see circle hooks required at 
all times when fishing for billfish using 
natural or live baits. As we approach the 
10-year anniversary of the initial dis- 
cussions of circle hooks, we owe it to 
ourselves to look at ways to make the 
regulations more practical and effective. 

NUMBERS TALK 

The most formidable study defining the 
effectiveness of circle hooks for billfish 
post-release mortality is the Graves 
and Horodysky study that found 
white marlin caught on J hooks had a 
65 percent post-release survival rate, 
as compared to a 100 percent survival 
rate for those caught on circle hooks. 
Dr. Eric Prince’s study of the live-bait 
sailfish fishery in South Florida found 
similar results and determined circle 
hooks reduced deep hooking — the 
factor most commonly associated 
with post-release mortality — twofold, 
hooking fish in the mouth 98 percent 
of the time, compared to less than 
50 percent with J hooks. 

If we look at a h 5 q)othetical white 
marlin season in the mid-Atlantic in 
which boats fishing with J hooks catch 
1,000 fish, 350 of those fish would die, 
according to the post-release mortality 
rate garnered by the research. It’s unac- 
ceptable as it stands and avoidable with 
a small regulatory change, so why have 
we done nothing to curb this trend? 

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES 

Members of the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries 
Management Council, including the 
chairman, recently sent a letter to 
NOAA requesting the mandatory 
use of circle hooks at all times when 
targeting white marlin, using both dead 
and live bait. ''While most tournament 
crews in the region use circle hooks 
throughout the season, some boats are 
still using small J hooks when targeting 
white marlin before and after the 
tournament season, with avoidable, 
lethal consequences,” says Steve Linhard, 
a member of MAFMC and the HMS 
Advisory Panel, in his letter to the agency. 
"When the current tournament rule was 


ANDREW COX 



instituted, anglers successfully adapted 
to the use of non-offset circle hooks, and 
most now favor their use in nontour- 
nament fishing efforts, representing a 
cultural acceptance of the method ” 

The same could be said for circle 
versus J hook usage for anglers 
targeting sailfish in South Florida 
and the Florida Keys. Joan Vernon, 
a Billfish Foundation board member 
and longtime proponent of circle 
hooks, says, ''Although the switch to 
all circle hooks in the Greater Miami 
Billfish Tournament was controversial, 
our anglers adapted quickly and are 
now enjoying the benefits of their 
conservation-minded choices. The safe 
and healthy release of sailfish caught 
with circle hooks for longer than a 
decade is one reason for the abundance 
of that species in South Florida waters.” 

FURTHER REFINEMENT 

The only resentment toward current 
circle-hook regulations is their required 
use with combination baits in tourna- 
ments, generally when Ilander-style 
lures are rigged over ballyhoos. Popular 

a 

“It’s time that we 
take a step back, 
look at the shift in 
circle-hook practices 
over the past decade 
and realize that 
regulations need to 
catch up.” 


in multifish fisheries where anglers are 
targeting billfish, mahimahi, tuna and 
wahoo, they are fished more like a tradi- 
tional lure, with the drag at strike rather 
than actively dropping back to the fish. 
As a result, many believe they should not 
be included in the circle-hook rule or 
that the language should be modified to 
reflect actual fishing behavior. 

Combination baits can be rigged 
with a circle hook and a small chugger 
head on a ballyhoo when pitch-baiting 
marlin, but this is not where the change 
is desired. There is a lack of research 
showing combination baits fished like 
a lure with the drag at strike causes 


any more damage or reduction in 
post-release survival than a lure. One 
study compares circle hooks to J hooks 
on combination baits in which anglers 
dropped baits back to fish for upward 
of 10 seconds before engaging the drag. 
This obviously increased the likelihood 
of deep hooking the fish, but I question 
the translatability of this finding to how 
anglers actually fish. IPs not my place to 
contest their results, but rather to show 
the differences in practice versus theory 


to how the regulation currently reads 
and impacts anglers. 

FINAL WORD 

IPs time that we take a step back, look 
at the shift in circle-hook practices 
over the past decade and realize that 
regulations need to catch up. Pm betting 
there will be little pushback from the 
sport-fishing community, but changes to 
the regulation to make it more practical 
can be made, and they should be. ^ 



MOTION AND MOBILITY 


^SUPERSHIFT? 


REACTION TIME IS CRITICAL 
WHEN YOU'RE IN THE BITE. 

When it’s “Fish on!”, you need to be ready to back down on that potential 
prize winner. For 100 years ZF has been a leader in driveline technology, 
and our SUPERSHIFT 2 is taking pleasure craft propulsion to the next 
level. ZF Marine’s SUPERSHIFT 2 features a simple and robust design, 
optimized hydraulics for smoother shifting, faster clutch engagement, 
less engine RPM drop, and increased maneuverability. For improved 
shift quality, it’s time to get “hooked up” with ZF. mn.zfmarinepc.com 
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Tips & Techniques 



DO THEM ALL AT ONCE 


PUTTING NEW LINE on your reels always 
starts by taking off the old line. Because 
you don’t have to be as careful with the 
old line, and to save time, you can run 
all of the lines from each of your reels 
through one central location to help 
you remove it all at once. On You Never 
Know, I attach a dog clip to a tether and 
tie it off to a cleat on the transom. I then 
run all the lines through the clip, put 
the reels in free-spool and dump them 
all at once. If you want to do this on 
the run in from fishing, you can forget 
about the clip and run all the lines 
through the gimbal on the chair and 
pull the line off while standing in the 


back of the boat. Now, you just need to 
figure out a way to get eight guys crank- 
ing on reels using one spool of line to fill 
them all up in one shot! 

Capt. Stan Blackman 

Destin, Florida 

READY-MADE 
BAIT-RIGGING STATION 

Rigging baits while on the fishing 
grounds is an inevitable part of every 
fishing trip, and on Booby Trap, we use 
this simple bucket system for rigging 
swordfish baits. For a secure base and 
working surface, we added a nonslip 
ring for the bottom of the bucket, as 


preventing you from getting cut. I also 
added an old outrigger tip to hold a 
spool of floss to have handy when rig- 
ging, and you can even melt or drill 
holes in the top of the rubber hose for 
your rigging needles. 

Capt. Jeff Wilson 

Freeport, Texas 

CLEANER RINGS 

I recently modified the stainless rings 
on our outrigger halyards that my 
bridge teasers run through. To deal 
with line twist in the monofilament 
halyard line, you must use high-quality 
ball-bearing swivels or snap swivels on 
both sides of the rings. In the past, Fve 
used snap swivels crimped onto the 
halyard or had plain swivels crimped 


well as a cutting-board lid that fits on 
top. Several different manufacturers 
make these, and you can pick one up 
at most tackle shops. Next, cut a piece 
of hose (I prefer polyester- reinforced 
clear PVC tubing) and through-bolt 
either end onto the inside rim of the 
bucket to create a place to stow your 
knives. By siliconing a piece of plexi- 
glass on the inside of the bucket, the 
blades of the knives are protected. 



Win These Hobie Polarized’s Mojo Sunglasses! Send us an original tip and a photo or illustration of that tip, and if we 
use it, we’ll send you a pair of Hobie Polarized’s Mojo sunglasses. Protecting you from the elements and harmful UV rays, the Mojo frame features 
a sport-wrap frame and "fast-back” temple, as well as a signature paddle-inspired design and Integrated hinges to cut back on frame 

weight. Check them out at . Enter by emailing your tips to , or you can f - ^ ■' 

mail them to us at Marlin Magazine, Tips & Techniques, 460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, Winter Park, FL 32789. 
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in line and then crimped again to the 
ring with another short piece of mono. 
However, this method means that you 
have to use three crimps on each side; 
with either the snaps or plain swivels, 
that's something extra that lines could 
hang up on or get wrapped around. To 
get the sleekest ring setup possible, 

I held the ring in a vise and cut it open 
with a hacksaw. Then I slid my swivels 
onto the ring and had the ring rewelded. 


Now, I have a cleaner, sleeker halyard 
line with just two crimps holding my 
ring in place. 

Capt. Randy Baker 

Destin, Florida 

EASY-DOES-IT 
HALYARD REPLACEMENT 

Over time, your halyards will start 
to deteriorate from the effects of the 
sun and the wear and tear of going up 
and down through the pulleys and/or 
rings. You need to watch your halyard 
condition carefully; you don't want to 
have to restring them while fishing, and 
it is much easier to do the preventive 
maintenance at the dock. If you are just 
replacing the halyards midseason, or 
you think one is going to break soon, 
here's an easy way to string your halyards 
without bringing the outriggers down. 

Cut the halyard you are going to 
replace, and attach the ends securely to 
something that won't let them fall off the 
riggers. Take your package of new halyard 
material and locate both ends in the 
package. Put a loop in the end toward 
the outer edge, and then poke a hole in the 



center of the package. Pull the end that's 
in the center out of the package, and then 
secure it to one end of the halyard you are 
going to replace, using some waxed thread 
and a series of half hitches. Make sure it 
is tight and secure; you don't want it to 
come apart as it goes through the eyes on 
the outrigger. Now, pull on the other end 
of the old halyard, and it will bring the 
new line with it. Your feet never have to 
leave the deck, and once you re-secure the 
halyard, you are ready to go. 

Capt. Stan Blackman 
Destin, Florida 
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Flats, Reef, Gulfstream 
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A umique: way or lies 

KEY LARGO„ FLORIDA 


The Florida Keys are home to a special private club community with 
all the amenities of an intimate and sophisticated town. There's only 
two ways do experience our Club's unique way of lifers a guest 
of a Member or through the pages of living magazine. Cail us or 
visit our website to receive our latest edition. 
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©SHIP’S SYSTEMS 


BY KARL ANDERSON 



Tender Options 

LITTLE BOATS CAN HELP SAVE THE DAY WHEN THE BIG BOAT’S 

TIED TO THE DOCK 


B arrying or towing a tender has become increasingly popular. 

It opens up endless opportunities to explore new territory 

and fish expansive areas inaccessible in the big boat, allowing 

you to take advantage of lousy weather. With the right equipment set 
up correctly, having a tender or two makes every trip more fun for 
everyone. IVe watched a lot of sport-fishing crews fish themselves out 
of jobs over the years by grinding out the offshore deepwater fishing 
day after day, wearing their guests out. It's a shame, because opening up 
horizons that a shallow- water skiff or a center console offers, making 
the offbeat things available to guests, can fill up a trip and be a lot of fun. 
Entertainment and fun are key to longevity on the job. 


Selecting the right skiff or center 
console and setting it up correctly with 
the right gear to tow, lift or cradle it 
on deck makes life easier — and more 
likely that these tools will be used. 
WeVe been carrying a skiff on deck for 
more than 15 years, and towing a center 


console for nearly half of that. Having 
those tools has enriched our guests' 
experiences, and it absolutely enhanced 
our fishing. We have used both boats 
to catch fresh bait, scout, fish from, 
get supplies, snorkel, and go to dinner 
or lunch. 
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THE SELECTION PROCESS 

When selecting the right boat for the 
bow, many folks pick a rigid inflatable 
because it doesn’t do damage when it 
hits the big boat. Rubber boats are one- 
dimensional. They are hard to get into 
when snorkeling, they have no livewells 
for transporting bait, they have a super 
high profile on the bow, they don’t hold 
as many people or as much gear in the 
same footprint, and, in general, they 
look homely. So if your sole requirement 
is that you don’t do damage when you 
hit the big boat, you need to learn how 
to drive. 

We have found that a flats skiff is most 
versatile. It has fishing features built 
in, and it has a low profile on the bow. It 
opens up the entire world of inshore and 
shallow-water fishing opportunities that 
are available wherever the big boat goes. 

cc 

“The most important 
factor for selecting a 
tender of any kind is 
weight. If anyone says 
weight doesn’t matter, 
they have no idea what 
it’s like to carry a hoat 
on the how.” 


usually happens when you least need 
it to: when it’s rough. The cradles 
need to be bolted to deck plates that 
are through-bolted on the deck with 
backing plates on the underside of the 
foredeck. The tie-down eyebolts also 
need to be secured with backing plates. 
This requires dropping the headliner to 
access the ceiling of the foredeck. 

We use the flush-mount deck plates 
so that we can remove the cradles if 
we take the skiff off the boat and clear 


the deck for an extended period. When 
selecting a davit, lifting capacity and 
where the stand pipe will fit inside the 
boat are the primary criteria; then it 
gets down to choosing self-contained 
or remote-mounted hydraulics, manual 
versus hydraulic rotation, price, and 
delivery dates. 

Towing a center console as a tender 
is a great way to keep folks entertained 
at your destination. A good center 
console offers room for several guests. 



The most important factor for selecting 
a tender of any kind is weight. If anyone 
says weight doesn’t matter, they really 
have no idea what it’s like to carry a boat 
on the bow. 

Some manufacturers publish weights 
that are optimistic at best. The only 
way to really know what a boat weighs 
is to weigh it yourself. The weight is 
critical because it affects what size davit 
and cradle are needed, what gauge lifting 
gear is needed and how the weight on 
the bow will affect the big boat. The big 
boat’s foredeck might require a bit more 
structural reinforcement to support the 
added load as well. 

MOUNTING AND TOWING 

Once you’ve made your decision, 
mounting the boat needs to be planned 
and done correctly. The cradles should 
be form-fitting to the skiff’s hull to help 
reduce movement in rough seas. Flat 
cradles allow the boat to shift, no matter 
how tight your tie-downs are. This 


Introducing the latest addition to the 
Sport Fishing Tournament Series 

Outfish the competition with AIRMAR's new Ultra Wide CHIRP transducers. With a 
40 degree beamwidth, this transducer reveals more fish in the water column than 
ever before and is being reported by captains as the best performance option! Don't 
miss the fish — install this transducer for your next tournament season! 


Beam Diameter vs. Depth 


Beam Diameter 

Depth 

PMlllLM/LH 

1 5° Beamwidth 

PM111LHW 
25° Beamwidth 

PM411LMW 
40° Beamwidth 

50 ft 

13 ft 

22 ft 

36 ft 

100 ft 

26 ft 

44 ft 

73 ft 

300 ft 

79 ft 

130 ft 

220 ft 

600 ft 

160 ft 

270 ft 

440 ft 

1000 ft 

260 ft 

440 ft 

730 ft 
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SHIP’SSYSTEMS 



Unlimited Water, 
Unlimited Fishing 



With The World’s Most Reliable 
Watermaker. 


Sea Recovery, known for 
watermaker technology and 
expertise, is now part of Park- 
er, a global leader in desalina- 
tion. Aligned, they bring best- 
in-class products, buoyed by 
Parker’s deep resources, 
including global distribution 
and support, plus global ser- 
vice from factory-trained 
professionals. Parker and Sea 
Recovery keep you fishing, no 
matter where in the world your 
catch takes you, no matter how 
much water you need. 



For more information please visit 
www.searecovery.com or call 
1 - 310 - 608-5600 




Whether you’re deck- 
loading a skiff (left) or 
towing a larger cen- 
ter console (above), 
proper rigging and 
planning will make 
the process go a lot 
smoother. Having top- 
quality equipment 
designed for the job 
will help prevent 
possibly catastrophic 
failures at sea. 


as well as shade from a T-top, fish boxes, 
livewells, dry storage, sometimes a 
head, fishability, and easy in and out 
for diving and beaching. This is a great 
option for those who might not want to 
fish but can fill a day with sightseeing, 
inshore fishing, snorkeling, spearfishing, 
shelling — you name it. What we call 
‘Tropical tours” have saved many a trip. 

Once you determine the size of the 
boat you would like to tow, you need to 
be sure you can tow it safely with the 
big boat. Be sure the cleats on the big 
boat are through-bolted with substan- 
tial backing plates to hold the stress and 
strain of the towed boat. Towing a boat 
puts many opposing forces on the big 
boat when it's rough. Knowing the 
limitations of the big boat is key to 
having a trouble-free tow. 

Having the proper tow eye on the 
boat being towed is also very important. 
Most tow eyes have an eye through 
which you put the pin of a shackle, 
putting all the stress of the tow on 
that pin. I have seen plenty of bent 


and mangled pins, some so badly they 
needed to be cut off to disconnect the 
shackle from the boat. We use a much 
better and easier on-the-tow setup with 
a tow bit that has a round stock stain- 
less bar that is bent and welded to the 
hull plates. This bar allows the shackle 
from the tow line to swivel on the bar so 
that the pressure is equally distributed 
on the shackle and the tow bit when 
the boat digs or veers off, much like the 
links of a chain. 

It is critical to use backing plates and 
through-bolts for the tow bit and be 
certain the stainless outer hull plates 
are large enough to distribute the loads 
across an area of the bow at or slightly 
above the waterline for the best tow. 
Having the tow bit too high can make 
the boat bow steer and pull hard when it 
needs to slide along with as little drag as 
possible behind the big boat. 

TOW LINE 

The tow line is not a piece of gear you 
want to skimp on. Insurance requires 
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KARL ANDERSON (5) 




Towing eyes (above left) should be mounted low and firmly secured with backing plates. Having a big center console to use on your trip 
(above center) greatly increases recreational opportunities. A black braided line aids in disconnecting the center-console boat from the 
tow boat. A 15-foot line helps pull in the 12-foot section of tow line that is fastened to the bow of the towed boat (above right). 


that if you are going to tow, you need to 
have your tow line surveyed annually by 
an accredited marine surveyor. We had 
our tow line made by National Marine 
Supply in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

For the main line, we used a 12- strand 
plasma line, s/s inch by 100 feet, with 
soft eyes and chafe gear sewn on both 
ends. This line has a tensile strength of 
51,400 pounds. The plasma line reduces 
stretch and decreases drag. From the 
boat, we have a pair of 60-foot lines made 
of 1 Vs -inch double-braid nylon, with a 
soft eye and chafe gear on one end that 
make a bridle to the main line with the 
towboat ends whipped and left open for 
easier adjustment on board the towboat. 

To quickly disconnect from the 
tow line, we have a 12 -foot piece of 

££ 

“The tow line is not 
a piece of gear you 
want to sldmp on. 
Insurance requires 
that if you are going to 
tow, you need to have 
your tow line surveyed 
annually.” 

the s/s-inch plasma that serves as a 
connecting line to the boat, with an eye 
and shackle at each end. We leave it 
connected at the waterline tow eye and 
undo the shackle to the main line. The 
painter connecting line has a 15-foot 
length of 1 / 2 -inch black double-braid to 
pull in the shackle at the connecting line/ 
main line join so it can be disconnected 
and easily brought to the skiff. 


We use % -inch Crosby G-209A alloy 
galvanized shackles because they are 
stronger than stainless-steel shackles, 
with a weight-lifting limit of 9.5 tons. We 
carry spare shackles and pins for each 
connection in case one is dropped over- 
board when making the transfer. The pin 
is secured to the shackles with Monel wire 
so they do not unwind and vibrate loose in 
transit. We use Tigerflex hose as chafe gear 
where our harness lines come through the 


transom hawse pipes to the cleats. 

Having one or both tender setups will 
make a huge difference in your opera- 
tion. The flexibility, opportunities and 
fun they can provide will keep your guests 
occupied and smiling when the fishing 
is slow, the weather is not cooperating 
or you have a big crowd with several 
agendas. Give it a try, and you might just 
find that tropical tours help you get to 
new and better fishing grounds. @ 


Includes knife, scissor and hook sharpener 

* For superior stiarpoess! 

* Fresh and saltwater resistant IPX-4 rated! 

* Scissor and hook sharpeners store inside base 

* Cleans easily with low pressure hose spray 

* Operates on 120 volts AC or 12 Volts DC 

EdgeCraft eio 268^0500 www.chefschoice.com 


Watch Video 
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Vessel Security 
Options 

PROTECTING YOUR BOAT FROM THEFT HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER 


arlin anglers are happiest when they're on their boats, and 
second happiest when they're not but at least know it is safe. 
Here are three devices we tested and found useful for keeping 
an eye on your boat's security. 



GOST NT-EVOLUTION 2.0 SM/ 
WATCH HD 

$4,999, $9,888/gostglobal.com 
Service: $36 monthly, $30 monthly 
Description: The satellite-based GOST 
(Global Ocean Security Technologies) 
NT- Evolution system ($4,999) informs 
you of your boat’s status at all times. 

Its Inmarsat M2M GPS monitors your 
boat’s position and provides online 24/7 
tracking. Set the geofence to include 



only your slip, or your full marina should 
you wish to allow staff to move the boat 
for maintenance, fueling or pump-outs. 
A voltage sensor, a bilge water-level 
monitor and an entr 3 ^oint sensor offer 
more protection. Should any of these 
triggers (or any of the many optional 
ones) be tripped, automatic email and 
text messages update you on the vessel’s 
status. An IP67 water-resistant housing 
protects the system. 

Optional GOST Cloak, upon illegal 
egress, completely fills the vessel with an 
opaque, odorless, residue-free smoke to 
drive intruders out. Our test system also 
featured GOST Watch HD ($9,888) with 
two (of six max) security cameras that 
stream live from the vessel. 

Our Experience: We assembled the 
components on a panel and powered 
them with a 12-volt jump-start 
battery for two to three hours. All the 


components were given their electronic 
''handshake” at the factory, so our job 
was just to plug them into the system 
and turn it on. In addition, we needed to 
log on to the website to designate emer- 
gency contacts, set the geofence and set 
preferences for alarm sensitivity. 

We received notification when the 
system powered up, and again when 
the battery was depleted. We were 
notified when a test hatch was opened 
and when our tester triggered the bilge 
float. When our boat drove away from 
home port, GOST tracked it in real time, 
so we could communicate with law 
enforcement on the vessel’s whereabouts. 

Eyeball cameras transmitted color 
video to our laptop via the website. 

When the FLIR M- Series camera is 
online, the owner can rotate the camera 
360 degrees and 180 degrees up or down 
to inspect the vessel remotely. 

All these features require a robust 
communication system, and that is a 
power gobbler. You need 12 or 24 volts, 
at about 6 amps, to keep the system 
functioning, making this best suited for 
long-range vessels. 

Power Demands: 12 to 24 volts, 
requiring 6 amps 

Geofence Test: It was easy to create 
the geofence and customize it to 
allow in-port operation for fueling or 
maintenance without deactivating it. 

GPLINK 

$4,200/gplink.com 

Service: $1,500 annually, with concierge 
Description: This security system’s 
communications operate on cellular and 
satellite systems, opting for the cheaper 
connections when available. A concierge 
service helps monitor your vessel, fol- 
lowing up on automated notifications 
in the most critical circumstances. 

The engine-monitoring system is most 
impressive, though we couldn’t test it 
directly, lacking diesel power with digital 
communications ports. It communicates 
revolutions per minute, speed, fuel flow 
and many other engine-monitoring 
variables and fault codes in near real time 



security system 
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COURTESY GPLINK (TOP) 




to the GPLink site for remote readout. 
Our test system monitored AC power 
and bilge-water levels. Entr 3 rway and 
motion sensors are among the many 
also available. 

Our Experience: This was by far the 
easiest full security system to assemble 
and activate. We powered it with a paper- 
back-size Li-ion battery starter pack for 
two hours as we set off cross-country with 
the device activated below the coffin-box 
hatch of our boat. It clocked our progress 
in real time via cellular networks, 
beginning when we left our geofence. 

When cellular connections failed 
in the more remote parts of southern 
Central Florida, it engaged satellite 
service to maintain full tracking until 
the battery died — and it sent us voltage 
warnings as voltage diminished. All these 
notifications and our position on a chart 
were visible on the GPLink tracking 
Web page. Each notification included 
a location link. Bilge-water levels used 
an electronic, not mechanical, float 
switch. A customized time delay can be 
set to allow bilge-water problems to self- 
correct. The AC power sensor is simply 


plugged into any outlet. All censors 
communicate with the system wirelessly 
Power Demands: 12 to 24 volts, low draw 
Geofence Test: It was easy to establish 
the geofence and customize it to 
allow in-port operation for fueling or 
maintenance without deactivating it. 

SPOT TRACE 

$99.99/findmespot.com/trace 
Service Fees: S99.99to $199*98 annually 
Description: This satellite GPS receiver 
and communicator is the size of a Zippo 
lighter, so it can be hidden an 5 where in 
the boat as long as only a layer of fiber- 
glass or plastic comes between it and the 
stars. Its snap-on bracket can be glued 
or screwed in place. An accelerometer 
detects motion and notifies the owner 
via email or text message. Several 
contacts can be set. Notifications can 
be set at intervals of 1, 2.5, 5 or even 
more minutes. 

When the asset stops, another 
message is sent. Standby battery times 
number into weeks; monitoring and 
reporting times are measured in hours 
and days. Hard wiring it to the battery 


SPOT Trace 
satellite GPS 
receiver 

makes more sense — if you can hide the 
power cable* Battery power will take over 
when external power is removed. 

Our Experience: This was the easiest of 
all devices to set up and maintain, owing 
partly to its single-minded mission 
of telling you where your asset is. We 
put our test device in our boat, hitched 
up and immediately got a notification 
of motion. Then, our progress to the 
dentist, and finally, the office, was 
monitored and reported. 

Power Demands: 12 volts or three 
AAA batteries 

Geofence Test: Activates on motion, 
not geofence, but the unit often failed to 
notify us of the moment motion began, 
yet apprised us of changing locations. 




S AU N D E RS Serving the Gulf Coast 

yadiwm Full Service • Vessel Refit 

CST on MEMTM. " 


25I-98I-3700 

saundersyacht.com 


MARLINMAG.COM SEPTEMBER 2015 I 27 



American Samoa combines 
breathtaking scenery with 
incredibie fishing, it might 
be the perfect vacation 
destination in the Pacific. 
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PACIFIC OCEAN 



Samoa could be considered the United States’ 
stepping stone into the South Pacific. The five 
main islands in the group include Tutuila, Ta’u, 
Ofu, Olosega and Aunu’u. In total, they have a 
land area of 76 square miles. Tutuila (of which 
the town of Pago Pago, pronounced “pango 
pango,” is the main center) contains about 
two-thirds of the total area and is home to 
95 percent of the 65,000 islanders. It is believed 
that the original Polynesian explorers arrived 
around 3,000 years ago, and first contact with 
Europeans was with the Dutch in 1722. 


American Samoa has been 
a territory of the United 
States since the signing of 
the Deed of Cession in 1900. 
The Pago Pago Harbor area 
was the site of a coaling 
station and a naval base 
that became of particular 
strategic importance to the 
United States during World 
War II, when roads, airstrips, 
docks and medical facilities 
were built. The government 
is an island version of the 
American political system. 
The executive branch is 
led by the governor and 
lieutenant governor; the leg- 
islative branch has an elected 
House of Representatives 
and Senate made up of 
village matai, or chiefs. 

The judicial branch is part 
of the US. judicial system, 
and American Samoa has a 
nonvoting representative 
elected to US. Congress. To 
confuse matters even more, 
only 40 nautical miles away 
is the independent island 
nation of Samoa, formally 


known as Western Samoa. 

American Samoa has 
a little of the feel of an 
unspoiled, undeveloped 
Hawaii: a veneer of 
Americanism overlaying 
a strong Polynesian 
culture, though with 
little Asian influence. 

Huge, U.S.-made pickups 
and all-terrain vehicles 
dominate the roads, and 
many of the local Samoans 
have an American accent. 

The island of Tutuila 
is high and volcanic, with 
dramatic peaks, including 
Matafao Peak; North Pioa, 
also known as Rainmaker 
Mountain; and Mount Alava. 
The mountains tower over 
Pago Pago and an ancient 
caldera that forms a huge, 
deep, sheltered harbor that 
looks like it could house 
half the US. Navy’s Pacific 
Fleet. The people live and 
farm on the narrow coastal 
fringes, while the rugged, 
mountainous central core 
is covered with unspoiled 


AUNU’U 



AMERICAN 

SAMOA 


OLOSEGA 


rainforest. The coastline is a 
mix of volcanic rocky shore, 
coral reefs, and stunning 
white-sand beaches. 

The standard of living is 
quite high, supported by US. 
federal money and the main 
industry of tuna canning. 
Though the infrastructure is 
well-developed, the tourism 
industry is in its infancy, 
although cruise-ship visits 
are increasing. Right-minded 
visitors might consider 
this a good thing because 
many aspects of these 
islands are unspoiled. 

FISHING AMERICAN SAMOA 

A large part of American 
Samoa’s economy is under- 
pinned by its tuna canneries. 


which process commercial 
purse-seine and longline 
catches from all over the 
Pacific and supply a large 
percentage of the American 
mainland’s canned tuna. 
Consequently, you might 
think that the pelagic fishery 
around the islands would be 
in bad shape, but you would 
be wrong. With a 50-nautical- 
mile exclusion zone around 
the islands for commercial 
boats longer than 15 meters 
(though this regulation has 
recently been challenged 
by commercial interests) 


Huge schools of tuna provide 
excellent fishing opportunities, 
but they also attract marlin. 
Strong conservation laws help. 
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Samoan waters contain an 
incredible diversity of species, 
and fishing pressure remains 
relatively light. 

and some excellent offshore 
structure, the recreational 
fishing must rank as some of 
the best in the Pacific islands 
in terms of sheer action. I 
discovered this during my first 
visit several years ago, a three- 
hour flight to the south from 
my home in New Zealand. 

Charter boat skipper Andy 
Wearing collected me from 
my hotel in a huge, black Ford 
pickup and took me down 
to the harbor where the rest 
of his crew was waiting — 

Russ Cox (like Wearing, an 
expat New Zealander) and 
Samoan Samuelu Fuamatu. 
Bonavista II is a basic but 
practical charter boat, one of 
the few on the island. In fact, 
Pago Pago Marine Charters is 
about the only game in town. 
This was a day off for the 
crew, and everybody partici- 
pated in the fishing. We were 


soon heading out of massive 
and magnificent Pago Pago 
Harbor, passing by the handy 
structure of the Taema and 
Nafanua banks just offshore, 
beyond the local FAD, and 
heading for the South Bank, 
a big seamount 36 nautical 
miles offshore. Fuel is 
relatively cheap here, and 
we didn’t hang around. 

HOT TUNA BITE 

The bank rises about 
7,500 feet up to 300 feet, and 
we set a pattern of midsize 
skirted trolling lures. I soon 
found out why Bonavista II 
had two simple game chairs — 
a double strike of wahoo and 
dogtooth tuna was followed by 
a triple hookup of yellowfin. 

The bite was a hot one, 
mostly yellowfin tuna. 

They were not big fish, up to 
50 pounds. It was too early in 


Using heavier-than-normal 
tackle helps anglers wrestle 
fish away from the sharks that 
are prevalent in the area. 


the season for the runs of big 
yellowfin, which can weigh up 
to 170 pounds, but the action 
was fast and furious, with 
mostly multiple hookups and 
the odd dogtooth tuna, big 
rainbow runner, and other 
pelagics thrown in. In the end, 
arm muscles were cramping 
up and people were standing 
back, trying to con others 
into pulling in the fish. You 
couldn’t take it easy on the 
fish, though, because there 
were sharks around — 

I spent about half an hour 


pulling in a big whaler that 
had been foul-hooked in the 
side after attacking a tuna. 
This vibrant ecosystem hosts 
all manner of predators. 

We ended the day with 
about 25 fish on ice, the bulk 
of them yellowfin. Back at the 
dock, there was no shortage 
of friends and family happy 
to get some fresh fish. As 
mentioned, there is a wealth 
of offshore structure around 
Tutuila, and we explored 
more of it the next day. It 
was another early start, 
and this time I was doing a 
ride-along on Bonavista II, 
which was contesting the 
Pago Pago Game Fishing 
Club’s Women’s and Juniors’ 
Tournament. It was pretty 
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much the same crew as the 
day before, with the addition 
of our designated angler, 

Rose Talalotu. We headed 
33 nautical miles offshore 
to a structure called the 
Two Percent Bank. 

MARLIN ENCOUNTER 

We found more life there, 
and we started with multiples 
of skipjack and the odd 
school of ye llowfin jumping 
the big skirted lures. Talalotu 
dropped one reasonable fish 
after a good run, then was 
broken — or cut off — by a 
modest blue marlin that 
jumped about a dozen times 
after the line parted. 

It was about then that 
I started to figure out a few 
things. In the Pacific islands 
— and American Samoa is no 
exception — fish is a prime 
resource, and the importance 
of the catch as food is just 
as great as the fun had by 
catching it. ''Don't play with 
your food,” I was jokingly told 
when it was thought I wasn't 


leaning hard enough on a fish. 

Consequently, the Pago 
guys tend to chase prime 
eating fish, such as tuna, 
wahoo, mahimahi and the 
like, rather than billfish. In 
fact, some consider marlin 
a mildly annoying bycatch 
because they take so long to 
pull in, and are not such good 
eating as a nice tuna, wahoo 
or mahimahi. For example, 

I noticed we were trolling on 


the relatively shallow tops 
of the banks, rather than 
along the drop-offs where 
big billfish are more likely to 
lurk. Even so, local anglers 
still hook plenty of blue 
marlin, along with the odd 
black and numerous sailfish, 
and they don't seem to com- 
plain too much when they do. 

EPIC BATTLE 

After yet another quad of 


yellowfin and skipjack tuna 
was dealt with, an 80-pound 
rig hammered down and the 
line screamed off. It had a 
more emphatic look to it, 
and I was not surprised to 
see another blue marlin take 
to the air. The fish carved up 
the surface about 200 yards 
out, jumping 15 times. Then 
the hard work started for 
Talalotu. The harness was 
a bit large for her, and she 
couldn't get full pressure on 
the fish, but she slowly won 
back line. The fish stuck about 
50 yards out and 60 feet down 
for quite some time, with 
Talalotu not gaining or losing 
line. She stuck at it calmly and 
gamely; a life jacket stuffed 
inside the back of the harness 
helped with the fit, allowing 
more pressure to be applied. 

Finally, I suggested circling 
the fish with the boat to break 


Rose Talalotu with the 
200-pound blue marlin that 
won a local Pago Pago ladies' 
and juniors' tournament. 
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its pattern. I don't really like 
doing this; the changing line 
angle can pull a hook, but 
in this case, it worked. The 
fish popped up — a pretty, 
200-pound blue — after a 
nearly two-hour fight. There 


were line cuts in the tail and 
anal fins, so it might well have 
been wrapped in the leader 
at one stage. It was Talalotu's 
first marlin; along with her 
largest yellowfin, it won most 
of the ladies' prizes at the 


tournament weigh-in later 
that afternoon. Every ounce 
of the marlin's flesh was 
consumed by the local people, 
and Talalotu showed her 
blistered hands as a badge of 
honor for days afterward. 


“I was not 
surprised to 
see another 
blue marlin 
take to the 
air. The fish 
carved up the 
surface about 
200 yards 
out, jumping 
15 times. 

Then the hard 
work started 
for Talalotu.” 


I had one more day on the 
water aboard Bonavista II, 
and while we knew we 
could find plenty of action 
on the offshore banks, we 
decided to try some other 
alternatives, trolling lures 
over the shelf edge at the east 
end of Tutuila. A dogtooth 
tuna was followed by a triple 
of yellowfin, then a wahoo. 
Traveling over more structure 
on the remote north side of 


FURTHER INFORMATION 


DIRECT AIRLINE SERVICES: Visitors to American Samoa can travel 
directly from Honolulu or Apia, Samoa, to the territory. Hawaiian 
Airlines offers two flights a week from Honolulu to Pago Pago on 
Monday and Friday nights throughout the year. During the peak 
seasons, Christmas and U.S. summer, a third flight is added to 
the weekly schedule. 

INDIRECT AIRLINE SERVICES: Air New Zealand, Fiji Airways and 
Virgin Samoa offer a range of flights from New Zealand, Australia, 

Fiji and Hawaii into Apia, where visitors can then connect with 
Polynesian Airlines flights to Pago Pago. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: The Sadie Thompson Inn and Sadie’s by the Sea, 
sadieshotels.com; the Tradewinds Hotel, tradewinds.as; the Turtle 
& Shark Lodge, turtleandshark.com; and a great many more. See 

americansamoa.travel for further listings. 

EATING OUT: A must-visit on the island is Tisa’s Barefoot Bar, 
tisasbarefootbar.com, a quirky beach establishment in the best 
traditions of the Pacific and the home of the Tattoo Festival. Each 
Wednesday night, Tisa and her partner, Candyman, put on a traditional 
Samoan umu feast that is not to be missed. The food is delicious. 


and Candyman mixes a mean cocktail! Reservations are required; 
email tisa@tisasbarefootbar.com. 

CURRENCY: U.S. dollar. Credit cards are widely accepted. 

ELECTRICITY: Standard U.S. plug configuration and 110 volts. 

GETTING AROUND: Driving is on the right-hand side of the road, and 
vehicles tend to be large pickup trucks and ATVs. The speed limit 
is 20 mph (32 kph). If you want to drive yourself, 10 vehicle rental 
agencies are listed on the American Samoa Visitors Bureau’s website at 
americansamoa.travel. Taxis are readily available, and there are a lot of 
buses on Tutuila, but they run less frequently on weekends, especially 
Sunday. If you are not near a bus stop, just flag one down. 

CHARTER BOATS: Tourism is still in its infancy in American Samoa, so 
don’t expect a fleet of air-conditioned battlewagons. There is really 
only one charter fishing operation in town: Pago Pago Marine Charters, 
pagopagomarinecharters.com. Its main charter boat is Bonavista II, a 
40-foot aluminum flybridge cruiser, a no-nonsense fishing machine 
powered by twin Caterpillars. It has full safety gear, meeting both 
U.S. Coast Guard and local marine-patrol standards. 
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tag-and-release marlin scor- 
ing a flat 200 points each and 
weighed fish accumulating 
a point per pound. The 
visiting anglers, mostly New 
Zealanders, tend to be much 
more interested in targeting 
marlin than the locals, but 
the strike-to-capture ratio is 
not great. I conducted a rough 
straw poll of skippers during 
the tournament I attended, 
and I figured a strike-to- 
capture ratio of only about 
5-to-l. Obviously, the larger, 
more powerful fish tend to be 
among those that escape the 
smaller boats with amateur 
— albeit experienced — crews 
who might not be fishing the 
heavy tackle needed. 

THE FISH ARE THERE 

Certainly the big fish are 
there. Expat U.S. skipper 
Chris Donato, based across 
the channel in Samoa, targets 
marlin and uses 130-pound 
tackle. His best result to date 
is a 1,025-pound blue, caught 
in 2011. Before leaving home, 

1 did a little research. The 
previous year's tournament 
catch report listed 25 blue 
marlin tagged and one 
weighed at 258 pounds, along 
with three sailfish tagged and 
a bunch of lesser fish (tuna, 
etc.) weighed, totaling 125 
captures. You can't complain 


Local fishermen tend to prefer eating fish like this yellowfin tuna, 
and they might actually attempt to avoid billfish. Those who target 
marlin in the area report there are a lot of fish in these waters. 


The I'a Lapo'a International 
Game Fishing Tournament 
scores weighed fish on a 
point-per-pound basis. 


about that among 12 boats 
and 55 anglers. 

The year 1 attended, in 
2012, 67 fish were weighed, 
including two blue marlin of 
392 pounds and 306 pounds, 
with an additional 11 blues 
tagged and released for a 
total of 78 fish overall. The 
locals reckoned it was a slow 
fishing tournament. 

This year, 104 captures 
total were reported. Of these, 
a black marlin of 286 pounds 
and two blues of 276 and 
227 pounds were weighed, 
and an additional 13 blues 
were tagged and released, 
along with eight sailfish. 
(Visit the Pago Pago Game 
Fishing Association's 
website, ppgfa.com, for 
more tournament details.) 

Given that most local boats 
don't really target billfish, 
the charter fleet consists of 
only one or two boats. A big 
percentage of the billfish that 
strike are dropped, so the 
modest results mentioned are 
a little misleading. 1 reckon 
American Samoa might have 
one of the best blue marlin 
fisheries in the Pacific, just 
waiting to be explored. 


the island, 1 dropped a big 
diving minnow into the set of 
skirts, and the dogtooth tuna 
loved it; three more hit the 
deck in short order. Dogtooth 
tuna are a territorial reef 
species and smarten up 
quickly under pressure. When 
you are catching them on 
surface-trolled lures in the 
middle of the day, you know 
that a fishery has not had 
much pressure. 

TOURNAMENT TIME 

With local anglers preferring 
to catch tasty pelagic species 
like tuna and wahoo, to the 
extent of almost seeming to 
try and avoid billfish encoun- 
ters, the question remained: 
Just how good is the marlin 
fishery in American Samoa? 
Certainly alot of skipjack and 
small yellowfin attract billfish 
to the region, and there is 
plenty of exciting offshore 
structure by way of exten- 
sive seamounts and banks 
rising from very deep water. 
To answer the question, I 
returned to the island group 
to attend the big fishing event 
of the year, the I'a Lapo'a C'Big 
Fish") International Game 
Fishing Tournament, held in 
May and now in its 16th year. 
It is timed to follow hot on 
the heels of the International 
Billfish Tournament in 
nearby Western Samoa. 

The I'a Lapo'a tournament 
is well-attended by local 


anglers. New Zealanders 
(a number of whom ship 
large trailer boats up from 
New Zealand by freighter to 
fish the two tournaments, 
as it is only 40 miles by sea 
between the two countries) 
and Australians, with a small 
scattering of anglers from 
the United States. T 3 q)ically, 
around a dozen to 20 boats 
contest the honors, with about 
two-thirds of the anglers 
being visitors. 

Given that the local 
attitude favors table fish 
such as yellowfin, wahoo 
and mahimahi (masimasi 
in Samoa) above billfish, 
the tournament is weighted 
in this direction, with 
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THE AVERAGE 

FISHING HOOK HAS 


AN EYE ROUGHLY 

THE SIZE OF THE 

PERIOD AT THE END 

OF THIS 


SENTENCE 


Clear vision is critical when you’re on the water. That’s why Costa makes 
prescription lenses that have the same patented 580 lens technology as nonprescription Costas. 
Use the store locator at costadelmar.com to find an authorized Rx retailer near you. CDSTAI RX 









LAS PERLAS 


ISLANDS 


Named for their abundance of 
valuable pearls during the time 
of the Spanish conquistadors, 
the Perlas Islands continue to 
offer a different kind of treasure 
. for anglers today. 



S I DONNED AN INFLATABLE LIFE JACKET AND TOOK A SEAT IN THE HELICOPTER, MY 
EXCITEMENT WAS PARAMOUNT. IT WAS NOT ONLY MY FIRST RIDE IN A HELICOPTER, BUT 
MY FIRST TIME FISHING IN PANAMA. I WASN’T QUITE SURE WHAT THE ADVENTURE WOULD 
ENTAIL, BUT I LIKED IT NONETHELESS. TAKING OFF AMONG THE MANY HANGARS AT THE 
MARCOS A. GELABERT AIRPORT, JUST WEST OF THE CITY, I COULD SEE THE SKYLINE OF 
PANAMA CITY BREAK THROUGH THE LOW-LYING RAIN CLOUDS AS WE SLOWLY ASCENDED 
ABOVE THE HUSTLE AND BUSTLE. BANKING HARD TO THE RIGHT, WE COULD SEE THE 
PANAMA CANAL, AND OUT IN FRONT OF US WAS THE CALM PACIFIC WITH COUNTLESS CARGO 
SHIPS AWAITING THEIR TRANSIT THROUGH THE CANAL EN ROUTE TO THE ATLANTIC. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



Hidden within a iush jungie on isia Pedro 
Gonzaiez, Peari isiand provides worid- 
ciass amenities and spectacuiar views. 


As the greejiish-blue water turned 
to dark blue on our trip to Isla Pedro 
Gonzalez, now referred to primarily as 
Pearl Island, my thoughts were lost in 
fishing stories about the first anglers 
to fish these productive waters, includ- 
ing the one-armed, one-legged Louis 
Schmidt Jr., who caught the first grander 
ever recorded while fishing in the Perlas 
Islands, weighing 1,008 pounds. His 
father, Louis ''Pop” Schmidt, worked for 
the Panama Canal Co. during the 1920s, 
and along with his brothers, Carl, 

John and Theodore, Louis Jr. began fish- 
ing the Perlas Islands and Pinas Bay in 
the 1930s. Having built two sport-fishing 
boats. Caiman I and Caiman II, the 
Schmidts became the pioneers of big- 
game fishing in Panama. Combine these 
facts with Guy Harvey’s iconic photo of 
the estimated 1,200-plus-pound black 
marlin from Pinas Bay, and my thoughts 
were entirely consumed by what the next 
couple of days would bring. 

Near in Proximity, 

Not Experience 

Cruising at 1,200 feet, we began to 
see the outlines of several islands 


in the distance. Only 40 miles from 
Panama City, the Perlas Islands make 
up this wonderful Pacific paradise. An 
archipelago comprising more than 200 
individual islands, it was first discovered 
by the Spanish explorer Vasco Nunez de 
Balboa in 1513 and soon became the epi- 
center of the Pacific pearl trade, hence 
the name. During his first trip to the 
islands, it is said that Balboa’s men col- 
lected 96 ounces of pearls in four days, 
leaving the local Indians confused about 
the explorer’s fascination with pearls. 
Little did they know that the pearl craze 
would continue in Panama until the 
Japanese created an artificially cultured 
pearl in the early 1900s. By the 1940s, 
the cultured pearl controlled more than 
75 percent of the market, causing the 
Panama pearl trade to falter, and leaving 
the islands largely untouched except by 
local fishermen. 

Taking a sweeping loop around Isla 
Pedro Gonzalez, the home of the Pearl 
Island development, I marveled at the 


color of the water contrasting against 
the rocky shore and the lushness of the 
jungle in which we would be spending 
the next three days. If someone told me 
we were entering the set of the recently 
released Jurassic World movie I would 
have believed him, seeing a large hawk 
and imagining it to be a pterodactyl. 
Upon arriving at the island’s private 
airstrip, our helicopter was greeted 
by Pearl Island’s Land Rover, and we 
were soon on a tour of the island. The 
first phase of Pearl Island develop- 
ment, which began in 2011, is set to 
open later this year, and its eloquent 
balance of high-quality amenities and 
maintenance of the natural beauty of 
the island is meritorious. In addition 
to private residences tucked along 
the hillside and on tracts sprinkled 
throughout the island, a Ritz Carlton 
Reserve, one of only three in the world, 
will be built to make this destination 
highly competitive among the top-tier 
sport-fishing destinations. 


INDIAN ARTIFACTS ON ISLA PEDRO GONZALEZ 

Originally called Isla Churcha by the Cueva tribe, Isla Pedro Gonzalez is rich in history 
that has only recently been uncovered thanks to a partnership with the Smithsonian 
Institute. Anthropologists recently discovered burial artifacts, human remains, pots, 
fishing taps, and many other unique artifacts dating back 500 years that give perspective 
to what life was like before the Spanish conquistadors conquered the local Indians. One 
of the most unique findings was a petroglyph found on a large boulder from the Neolithic 
era that lives on as the logo for Pearl Island. 
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Marlin are often the No. 1 
prize for angiers visiting 
Panama (above), but if the 
fish don't cooperate, the 
Ms B Haven (ieft) provides 
the comforts of home 
and deiectabie cuisine for 
angiers to enjoy after a 
day on the water. 



The Fleet Awaits 

Looking out across the beautiful 
landscape from one of the high ridges, 

I s^oXXedi Not Ms B Haven cruising from 
the marina for an afternoon fishing 
trip. This 37-foot Strike is one of three 
boats that make up the Panama Yacht 
and Fishing Charters fleet. During our 
helicopter ride earlier in the day, we 
flew over the operation’s 66-foot Buddy 
Davis Cherin III. I could hardly wait 
to spend a day aboard this beautifully 
maintained serious fishing machine that 
is equipped to chase marlin and sailfish, 
or spend an afternoon fishing for inshore 


species. The final stop on our island tour 
was the world-class marina, where the 
98-foot Ms B Haven, a Knight & Carver 
mothership, sat awaiting our arrival. As 
I was welcomed by the friendly staff, my 
thoughts were still consumed with the 
angling history this destination offered. 

Fishing Grounds 

Panama lies east to west rather than 
north to south, and acts like a net as 
the current pushes up from Colombia 
and hits the bottom contours, forming 
the Bay of Panama. ''Upwellings bring 
nutrient- rich waters to the surface 


and kick off an amazing food chain 
that leads to one of the world’s best 
offshore fisheries,” says Hennie Marais, 
general manager of Panama Yacht and 
Fishing Charters. The Bay of Panama 
stretches 120 miles east to west; the 
world-famous Tropic Star Lodge is 
located along the eastern side of the bay, 
and the Perlas Islands lie right in the 
middle. ''Until recently there has not 
been the infrastructure to fish from the 
Perlas Islands, but with the new Pearl 
Island development and marina, there 
are now modern and luxurious facilities 
at the doorsteps to some of Panama’s 
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best fishing grounds ” says Marais. ''The 
prime fishing is 30 to 40 miles from the 
marina, and August and September have 
an amazing blue marlin bite when the 
currents and wind stack up artificial 
debris that become loaded with fish.” 

In search of billfish on our first day 
of fishing, we headed to an area locally 
known as The Fingers, along the San 
Jose Bank, where the bottom contour 
changes quickly from less than 200 feet 
to over 2,000 feet. The week before our 
arrival, several local boats reported tons 
of life in the area as well as numerous 
billfish releases, including black marlin 
and sailfish. This is what we came to 
Panama for, and I was eager to deploy the 
spread. It was not long before we started 


seeing signs of life as the water changed 
from a blue-green color to a darker hue, 
with porpoises, birds, bait on the surface 
and free-jumping sailfish all around 
us. About 10 miles from our target, we 
were welcomed by the familiar whiplike 
sound created by the line popping out 
of the clip on the right-long rigger as it 
came tight to the rod tip, followed by the 
sound of a screaming drag. 

The fish was pulling line as our angler 
hustled into the chair, and our hopes 
were high as I looked in front of the 
boat to see yet another free-jumping 
sailfish. Clearing the right side of the 
spread as Capt. Jacko began to make his 
wide- sweeping turn to the left, I saw the 
green-and-yellow color of a mahimahi 


FUN FOR ALL 

Back at the mothership, after a day’s fishing or bringing along family members who 
don’t want to fish, you don’t have to stay off the water for long. With two jet skis, several 
stand-up paddle boards and kayaks, a dinghy, and a flats boat, there is something for 
everyone to do or try. Being an adrenaline junkie, I of course opted for the jet ski and 
was pleasantly surprised at the viscera-flooring acceleration and speed when I took it 
around the island to explore the rocky shoreline and white-sand beaches. Others on the 
trip opted for the SUPs; the breakwater at the mouth of the cove creates an ideal place to 
learn to paddle, even if the wind is blowing. 

In addition to the above-water activities, 

Ms B Haven is fully loaded with snorkel and 
scuba equipment should you wish to explore 
some of the nearby reefs and rock structures. 

PANAMA YACHT AND FISHING CHARTER 

guyharveyoutpost.com/expeditions/pyfc 

PEARL ISLAND 

pearlisland.com 



Whether you are chasing pelagics offshore 
or roosterfish along the rocky shorelines, 
the Cherin ///, a 66-foot Buddy Davis, is an 
ideal fishing platform. 


jumping in the distance. Not our target 
species, but knowing the culinary prow- 
ess of the crew aboard Ms B Haven, 

I knew it would make a tasty treat that 
evening. Setting the spread back out, we 
continued to see signs of life all around 
us as we pressed onward to The Fingers. 
Unfortunately, the abundance of life 
reported from the week before had 
moved along, and after an hour of trolling 
around without a knockdown, we headed 
back to our previous location. Seeing sev- 
eral free-jumping sailfish, we switched 
over to ballyhoo baits on circle hooks, but 
the spread continued to go unnoticed. 

Although the bite was not what we 
had hoped for, Marais commented, "Fve 
seen 58 sailfish caught by the PicafLor 
in one day just 15 miles from the Perlas 
Islands. Whether you want to stop on the 
way home from offshore or make a full 
day of it, the inshore fishing for snapper, 
amberjack and roosterfish is also very 
good.” A weather system rolled in during 
our second day of fishing, and after giving 
an honest attempt at a nearby snapper 
hole, we tucked our tails between our legs 
and endured the sloppy ride back to the 
marina. Back within the calm water of 
the breakwater, my thoughts once again 
drifted to the potential of the offshore 
fishery, and I hoped that when I return to 
Panama’s Perlas Islands our luck will be 
different. The area’s rich history leads me 
to believe it will. 
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SIMRAD 


- Go With Confidence 

J 



Find fish easier than ever with built-in CHIRP 
echosounder and StructureScan® HD sonar 
imaging, combined with flexible charting 
options and an intuitive multi-touch display. 


Industry leading Broadband 
4G® Radar -See near and far 


Connect your Tablet or 
Smartphone via GoFree 


Integrated Autopilot 
controlled withNSS evo2 


Premium VHF and 
AIS receiver solutions 


BSM-3 Echosounder 
Module + complete range 
of Ultra-Low to High 
CHIRP Transducers 


On-Screen Entertainment 
Control via SonicHub® and 
Bluetooth audio module 


SJMTUU} 


NSS evo2 chartplotter/multifunction display 
systems integrate seamlessly with a wide range 
of Simrad and third-party accessories, giving you 
the power to find where the fish are biting, and to 
get there easier and faster than ever before. 


SIMRAD-YACHTING.COM 
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Anyone who has fished for billfish in 
Central America or Mexico knows 
the term sancocho. Mates, captains 
and other anglers gleefully shout this 
good-natured term of derision at you 
when you drop back a rigged ballyhoo 
to a sailfish or marlin, but miss the fish 
and reel in only the head of the bait on 
the hook. That’s a sancocho. 



The word sancocho 
could be a derivative 
of salcocho, a Spanish 
fish-head soup. In 
fishing, it means you got 
back only a head. 


WeVe all suffered through our share of these 
events, as a billfish escapes with a free meal at our 
expense. It usually happens when you hold on to 
the spool too long; knowing just when to drop the 
bait back makes all the difference, but if you let 
the fish grab the tail of the bait and then hesitate, 
you’re on a one-way trip to sancocho city. 

Fve asked lots of captains and mates where the 
term came from, and Fve never gotten a defini- 
tive answer. The etymology of the word remains 
unclear, but various Spanish dictionaries tell me 
that it means ''stew” in English. Your guess is as 
good as mine as to why someone decided to call a 
ballyhoo head the word for stew, but someone did 
somewhere along the line. So be it. Suffice it to say 
that sancochos are to billfishing what strikeouts 
are to baseball. 

A NEW APPROACH 

Given this reality, the folks at Casa Vieja Lodge in 
Guatemala devised an exceedingly clever way to 
turn the dreaded sancocho into a positive thing. 
They put on the No Sancocho Sailfish Shootout 
tournament each spring, in which the boat 
captains tally up the sancochos for every angler 
aboard; at the end of the event, the anglers must 
pay the tournament $20 for each sancocho. They 
even offer an "award” for the angler committing 
the most sancochos. 

This event turns angler failure into a positive 
thing by taking the money raised from the 


sancochos and donating it to the local primary 
school, Santa Cecilia, where many of the Casa 
Vieja staff send their children. The money raised 
by the tournament helps the school’s staff afford 
critical improvements, such as running water 
and new classroom desks, an enormous boon to a 
school in need. 

Casa Vieja Lodge owners David and Kristen 
Salazar understand the special nature of what 
they’ve created. "I’ve fished many tournaments 
around the world, but I’ve always had a love for 
the No Sancocho Sailfish Shootout,” says David. 
"There’s a pure, simple feeling to it, and that’s 
why we brought it back for all to enjoy. It’s a 
downright good time, and everyone relaxes and 
gets back down to the basics, how tournaments 
used to be.” 

"Sometimes there’s more to fishing 
tournaments than the money, and that’s why 
we love this tournament,” adds Kristen. "It 
emphasizes fun, camaraderie and truly raising 
money, not winning money. The money raised 
from sancochos went to an elementary school 
with 200 children, including those of our mates 
and staff, where they don’t even have running 
water. So while anglers have a blast, we are also 
able to provide a basic necessity to our local 
community, and, at the end of the day, that’s what 
really makes a difference.” 

AVOIDING THE SANCOCHO 

I attended the 2015 event with my wife. Poppy, 
and Yellowfin Yachts president Wylie Nagler. 

We added Casa Vieja’s Herb Rosell to our team and 
fished the three-day event with Capt. Jason Brice 
aboard the classic Rybovich Makaira. Anticipation 
ran high on day one as we raised a sailfish right off 
the bat; Nagler successfully hooked it, fought it to 
boat-side and released it. Score: Team Ma/ca/ra I, 
fish zero, and no school money raised yet. 

Rosell and Poppy each caught and released a 
fish in the next hour to keep our streak going, 
and then I got my shot. A sailfish popped up on 
the right long teaser, and as I dropped back, all 
I can remember thinking is: "Don’t get the first 


“Sometimes there’s more 
to fishing tournaments 
than the money, and 
that’s why we love 
this tournament. It 
emphasizes fun, 
camaraderie and truly 
raising money, not 
winning money.” 
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one, Brownlee ” Fortune smiled on me, and 
I successfully hooked the fish. 

In most tournaments, radio chatter focuses 
primarily on the number of releases, and it did in 
this event as well. But, in addition to the talk of 
release numbers, reports on the building sancocho 
count filtered through. A couple of boats were 
having a hard time securing solid hookups, it 
seemed, and the count began to climb. 

The crew aboard Makaira felt pretty cocky at 
the midmorning point because we had released 
five fish without a single sancocho, but then our 
luck seemed to turn. Rosell had the first one, 
executing a seemingly flawless drop-back and 
coming up empty-handed. As he reeled in his 
line, we saw that only a tiny bit of the ballyhoo 
remained on the hook, which led us into a 
spirited debate about what, exactly, defined a true 
sancocho. Did the entire head need to remain 
to qualify? If you got back a bare hook, did that 
trigger the forfeiture of a double sawbuck? 

TOUGH SCORING 

It was essentially a moot point because Brice 
marked down every missed fish with a wide 
grin, head or no head, and our sancocho count 
began. We proceeded to miss about five fish in 
a row after that; Poppy missed three straight, 
and whatever cockiness previously existed had 


vanished. Other boats suffered the same fate, 
although a few were on a hot bite and enjoyed 
more success hooking fish. 

The fish seemed to have lapsed into a state of 
malaise, rising to the baits or teasers in a half- 
hearted fashion and either fading away without 
biting at all, or mouthing the baits nonchalantly. 
For whatever reason, we settled into a bad streak. 
The middle of the day brought slow fishing, as is 
often the case, and our frustration grew as the fish 
that did rise behind our baits or teasers were not 
eager eaters. At the end of day one, we had baited 
25 fish and caught only 10, although not all of the 
misses were sancochos. Humility had returned to 
the crew, and we vowed to produce a better effort 


Pacific saiifish (above) 
are experts at removing 
a baiiyhoo from a 
hook, and every angier 
eventuaiiy commits a 
sancocho. That’s why 
it’s a good idea to bring 
aiong pienty of rigged 
baits every time you go 
offshore (beiow). 
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The sailfish to the left did not cost the team $20; it 
failed to deliver a sancocho. Team A-Fin-lty attacks 
during an intense water-balloon battle (above), a 
daily ritual when entering and leaving the marina. 


in the subsequent days. 

One of the most interesting facets of 
the No Sancocho Sailfish Shootout involves the 
tournament rules. In addition to the usual 
boilerplate tournament rhetoric and the 
$20-per-sancocho rule, this tournament had 
a few unique entries in its rules document. 

One concerned water-balloon fights, which 
are sanctioned and encouraged between boats. 

This made for some interesting encounters on the 
way in and out of the marina (and occasionally off- 
shore when two boats passed each other) as groups 
of middle-age men gleefully regressed into packs of 
junior high- school students away at summer camp. 

In the interest of full disclosure. Til admit that 
I was right there in the middle of it and it was a 
hell of a lot of fun. The one rule concerning the 
water-balloon bombardments stated that no 
such fights could occur at the dock. That rule was 
widely ignored after the first day. Engagements 
were close quarters and, at times, hand to hand. 

It really got interesting when a few of the crews 
began filling the balloons with mayonnaise instead 
of water. If you’ve never seen a balloon filled with 
mayo explode upon contact with a tower leg, you 
should. It’s a sight to behold. 

NO GOATS 

The other fascinating rule stated that placing 
live animals aboard another boat was strictly 
prohibited. As it had never occurred to me to do 
so, I had to find out where this particular rule 
came from. Rosell informed us that in a previous 
tournament, an unnamed crew had locked a live 
goat in the head of a competing boat one night. 

An unsuspecting angler had a rude awakening the 
next morning when he went to use the facilities 
and encountered one extremely irritated and 
unhappy goat. Time for a new rule. 

Over the course of the next two days, our 
hookup ratio improved aboard Makaira, though 
our sancocho count did rise steadily. At one point, 
we began discussing the possibility of the school 
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naming an entire new wing 
after us since we were going to 
end up donating so much to the 
cause. Each evening, the staff 
of Casa Vieja threw elaborate 
parties with awesome food. At 
these gatherings, the conversa- 
tion was as much about each 
crew's sancocho tally as it was 
about the great fishing we were 
all experiencing. 

On the final day, we had the 
best conversion rate from bites 
to hookups, but we still tallied a 
few sancochos. There was a lot 
of talk about the lack of commit- 
ment on the part of the fish, given the lackadaisical 
bites going on at times, but in reality, we raised 
a lot of fish and simply failed to catch as many as 
we probably should have. And after all, we knew it 
was for a good cause; perhaps, in this isolated case, 
failure had an upside. I can tell you unequivocally 
that there was actually a fair amount of competi- 
tion to see who might actually end up with the 
most sancochos. 

GOOD RESULTS 

In the three days of the tournament, seven boats 
released 217 sailfish and one striped marlin, and 
the anglers racked up a whopping 222 sancochos 
for a total of $4,440 raised for the Santa Cecilia 
school. But the raising of funds didn't stop 
there. A team from Cummins fished the 
tournament, and prior to the tournament kickoff, 
Dave Crompton, president of Cummins Engines 
Business Unit, announced that the company 
would match the dollar amount of total sanco- 
chos. ''One of Cummins' main priorities is to 
invest in the communities in which we live and 
work," Crompton said. "It's a big part of who we 
are and what we do." 

So Cummins threw in an additional $4,440, and 
then Club Nautico de Guatemala matched its own 
personal sancochos, raising the total donation 
for the school to an even $10,000. That's a pretty 
amazing display of generosity — and a huge boost 
for the school. 

Capt. Brad Phillips won the tournament 
aboard Decisive, his 40-foot Gamefisherman, 
with 45 sailfish releases and 21 sancochos. In 
second place, the team from A-Fin-Ity, led by 
Capt. Chico Alvarenga, released 43 sails with 
28 sancochos, and Capt. Chris Sheeder placed 
third aboard i?izn7 Line, with 28 sailfish releases 
plus one striped marlin and 41 sancochos. 

Angler David Coto, fishing aboard Rum Line, 
achieved the dubious distinction of having the 
most sancochos overall, with 16, but he took it all 


► FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CASA VIEJA 
LODGE, LOG ONTO CASAVIEJALODGE.COM. 


in stride and cheerfully pitched 
in his $320 to the kitty just like 
everyone else. Poppy ended up 
taking home the Top Lady Angler 
prize for releasing 10 sails. 

HAPPY ENDING 

I'm happy to report that no one 
found any goats or other critters 
aboard any of the boats this year, 
and no permanent injuries arose 
from the water-balloon fights, 
although a few minor mishaps 
did occur. On the third and final 
day, I refrained from partici- 
pating in the melee with the intent 
of photographing the battle, and if you thought 
having about $7,000 worth of Nikon equipment in 
my hands might have spared me from the barrage, 
you'd be dead wrong. It made me a high-value 
target, if an 3 d:hing, but both my body and my cam- 
era emerged from the war intact. 

The No Sancocho Sailfish Shootout has 
brought a fresh and exciting new wrinkle to 
the myriad of tournaments that go on around the 
world each and every weekend. The Casa Vieja 
staff should be congratulated for creating an 
event that combines a tremendous amount of 
fun, a high level of competition and a fundraising 
effort for a worthy cause. Throw in great people, 
parties and food, and you've got a top-shelf event 
that is unique in the sport-fishing world. 

As for me. I'm already working on my drop-back 
in anticipation of next year's event. If I don't get 
better at it, they might break ground for the new 
Brownlee wing of the Santa Cecilia school next 
summer, but in reality, I can't think of a better way 
to spend my money. 
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“In the three 
days of the 
tournament, 
seven boats 
released 217 
sailfish and 
one striped 
marlin, and 
the angers 
racked up a 
whopping 222 
sancochos 
for a total 
of$4,440 
raised for the 
Santa Cecilia 
school.” 


Poppy Brownlee with 
one of her sancochos. 
Each missed fish raised 
badly needed funds 
for the local school, 
so no one complained 
much about them when 
they occurred. 
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PROVIDEN 

MA RLIN 

THE TURKS AND 
CAICOS ISLANDS 
OFFER GREAT 
BEACHES AND FOOD, 

WITH WORLD-CLASS 
MARLIN FISHING 

BY BILL BOYCE 
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Great fishing iies offshore in 
Turks and Caicos, but onshore 
activities aiso are worid ciass. 
Fine dining, great beaches and 
very friendiy peopie await you. 


MARLINMAG.COM SEPTEMBER 2015 ] 49 



or centuries, stories of jewels and treasures in the Caribbean 
attracted those brave enough to ply these waters in search of 
commerce. Things have settled somewhat since those days 
of glory, but one thing remains true: There are still jewels 
and treasures to be found. If you need proof, look no further than the Turks and 
Caicos Islands. To be sure, hundreds of iconic island paradises can be found in 
this corner of the world, but few rival the talcumlike sandy beaches, the barrier-reef environment that surrounds much of this 
island group, and the 60 square miles of pristine flats habitat that hold huge schools of uneducated bonefish. 





f \ 


Landing at night in the 
capital of Providenciales 
(known locally as ''Provo”), 

I knew not what to expect 
come morning light, but 
when my eyes focused on 
the Blue Haven IGY Marina 
surroundings, I discovered a 
plethora of megayachts that 
long ago found the happy 
medium between the prolific 
offshore fishing grounds and 
the world-class flats fishery 
just minutes away from their 


dock slips. The fact that I 
met this many mothership 
operations in one marina 
told me I had stumbled on a 
well-kept secret. After a few 
dockside conversations, the 
reason for this congregation 
of such fishing wealth soon 
became apparent. 

CLOSE BITE 

The offshore drop-off is but 
five minutes from the Blue 
Haven Marina, and wahoo. 


Huge dolphin patrol the blue 
water offshore, but they are 
just one of many species you'll 
find while fishing here. 


yellowfin tuna, dolphin, blue 
marlin and white marlin are 
just a few gallons of diesel 
past that. Located north- 
west of Puerto Rico and 
the Dominican Republic, 
and east of the Bahamas, 

TCI sits in the middle of 
some well-documented and 
heavily traveled blue marlin 
migration routes. 

Honestly, I canT believe it 
took me so long to discover 
TCI, but once I did, I found 
out why I will migrate here 
again to pursue the huge 
variety of sport fish that find 
comfort in the surrounding 
waters. IPs a year-round 
fishery. The winter bite 
centers on wahoo, which are 
found not only in large num- 
bers, but in sizable stature 
as well. The cooler waters 
are their comfort zone this 
time of year, and a healthy 


dose of dolphin make these 
waters their winter range 
as well. With the onset of 
warmer water in April and 
May, yellowfin tuna, blackfin 
tuna and blue marlin move 
in, and they will be prevalent 
all through summer and into 
fall. November is the shut-off 
point, after which the 
offshore fishery reverts back 
into the winter cycle. 

Just outside of the Blue 
Haven Marina sits the north 
wall, where the action can 
begin within minutes from 
the channel. We fished with 
Capt. Russ Kleppinger as our 
guest angler, aboard Delphine 
Hartshorn’s 46-foot Bertram 
Panoply, with Capt. Phillip 
"Flex” Williams at the helm. 
It was late April and a transi- 
tional period by all standards 
for these waters. With no 
promises of success but lots 
of enthusiasm for a great day 
on the water, we throttled 
eastward for an area known 
as the "humps.” 

FEEDING TUNA 

A few miles from the 
wa 5 ^oint, we spotted 
birds with tuna crashing 
under them, and a quick 
troll through had multiple 
hookups on schoolie-size 
yellowfin. Subsequent stops 
resulted in more of the same, 
a great omen. A 50-pound- 
class yellowfin was landed, 
and Kleppinger said fish 
close to 100 pounds are not 
unusual. Mixed in with the 
schooling yellowfin were 
oceanic skipjack, giving us all 
the impression that if a blue 


SKINNY WATER ADVENTURES 

Several mothership owners in the marina had flats skiffs on board 
and make their annual trip to TCI not for the offshore bite, but 
instead for the exceptional bonefish fishing found in TCI. After 
a few stories and some photo shares, I made the effort to take 
in some fly-fishing myself. Fishing with Capt. Ed Missick of 
Catch the Wave Charters, we raced over to East Caicos and ran 
up on schools holding hundreds of bones. Fishing the muds is 
a no-brainer, but the skilled angler will want to seek the bigger 
and smarter bonefish that hug the shoreline for the ultimate fly- 
fishing challenge. After catching a few dozen bonefish from 2 to 6 pounds on beaded flies, we tossed small, 
plastic single-tailed grubs at them with light spinning rods, and the bite was just as productive, making it a 
great way to spend a day with the wife or the kids if they ever want to catch their first bonefish. 
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Getting to Turks and Caicos is never an issue, with many direct flights available from Miami, Charlotte, Dallas, 
New York, Newark, Boston, Philadelphia, Toronto, Montreal and London, on carriers including American 
Airlines, Delta, US Airways, Air Canada, JetBlue, United, WestJet, and British Airways. 

Once there, enjoy island traditions, such as the weekly fish fry, live music, local crafts, and tons of 
great food and spirits. For fine dining, Le Bouchon, the Coco Bistro, Coyaba, and the Blue Haven Marina 
Restaurant offer great cuisine. If casual grinds are more in order, hit up Bugaloo’s, Mango Reef, or 
Somewhere on the Beach for fun atmosphere and local island flavors. 


marlin was in the vicinity, it 
would be here. 

The activity died as 
quickly as it started, and 
either the bait that was 
prevalent dived into the 
depths or a blue marlin came 
up for a feeding opportunity. 
We headed to the humps and 
gave it a good portion of time 
to produce a result, but we 
kept thinking we should have 

The summer marlin fishing for 
both blues and whites can be 
extraordinary off Provo. The 
blues are small but plentiful. 


GETTING THERE 


given the tuna a chance to 
resurface. We kept our eyes 
peeled back at the western 
horizon with a tide coming 
off high. The bird life came 


back online, and we raced 
for the action. As soon as we 
found ourselves surrounded 
by diving birds, three rods 
lit up. This time, one of our 


fighting tunas was eaten by a 
sizable critter. 

MYSTERY BITE 

Thinking it was a large shark. 



WfWM. 
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You don't need superheavy 
tackle here (below), though a 
big fish is aiways a possibiiity. 
Onshore accommodations are 
both piush and comfortabie, 
with great marinas (right). 



we didn’t get too excited and 
figured the fight would be 
short-lived. Going 90 min- 
utes into it, with no snapped 
line and a minimal 80-pound 
leader, our thoughts of a 
large shark started to shift 
toward a large blue sulking in 
the deep and not wanting to 
show itself. The game ended 
abruptly when we put the 
rod in a holder and tried to 
fashion a more comfortable 
fighting belt/harness system 
to go the distance with this 
fish. A rod failure set the 
mystery fish free, and our 
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hearts and our hopes were 
dashed in an instant. 

Trolling back toward the 
inshore drop-off raised a blue 
marlin within minutes, and a 
20-pound dolphin was stuck 
just minutes after that. With 
only a day on the water to 
test this blue-water fishery, 

I came away extremely 
impressed and made plans 
to return in peak season to 


see what could transpire 
when the bite really gets 
established. Thinking we had 
a great day, our tails went 
quickly between our legs 
when the dock was filled with 
several huge wahoo landed 
by a visiting sport-fisher that 
makes an annual pilgrimage 
to the TCI area specifically to 
target these fish. 

Hartshorn said that on her 


best day in TCI, she released 
five blues, with another seven 
blues raised. Though the 
structure on the humps is 
hard to resist, off to the west 
lies the northwest corner, 
where lots of marlin, tuna, 
wahoo and mahi are known 
to congregate because the 
current keeps nutrient loads 
peaked with the constant 
upwelling found there. @ 


GREAT LOCATION 

With Turks and Caicos located 580 miles southeast of Miami, and 170 miles 
northwest of Puerto Playa, Dominican Republic, it is the perfect spot to pull in and 
sample the blue-water fishery on your trips traversing this area. The Blue Haven 
Marina is an IGY facility, and manager Adam Foster is well-equipped to help with 
any questions. The Blue Haven Resort offers great accommodations, with a gourmet 
supply store to restock the boat should food shortage be an issue. 

The islands have several tournaments worthy of note, with the biggest being 
the Caicos Classic ICFA Billfish Release Tournament in July. A qualifying Offshore 
World Championship event, this three-day tournament offers great fishing and 
an opportunity to share these amazing islands with the family for a quality vacation 
opportunity, caicosclassic.tc 

If golf, wine and wahoo are priorities in your life, the Wine Cellar Coif and Fishing 
Tournament at the end of March and beginning of April allows anglers to compete for 
daily jackpots, along with potentially great payouts for the biggest mahi and $10,000 
for the biggest wahoo. wcgft.net 

What I found most appealing was the great attitude of the local people, the culture 
of the conch, and, of course, the unsurpassed look and feel of the bleached-white 
sand that gives TCI some of the most iconic beaches in the world. Should you be 
looking for a place for a family vacation with fewer crowds than other Caribbean 
destinations, make the effort to research the Turks and Caicos Islands and see if you 
find it as appealing as I did on my maiden voyage there. 


TURKS AND CAICOS 
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The fishing off Isla Montuosa in Coiba, 
Panama, heats up in May, when the water 
color and clarity rival anywhere in the 
world. Usually getting one good shot a 
day, the crew aboard The Hooker caught 
this large black marlin while live-baiting 
with a bonito. 


PHOTO BY JESSICA HAYDAHL RICHARDSON 
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® NEW PRODUCTS 



■ MUST-HAVE TIMEPIECE 

TAG Heuer recently partnered with Kirk Freeport and Guy Harvey to introduce three 
limited-edition TAG Heuer Aquaracer Cayman Islands watches featuring Guy Harvey 
drawings. The men’s version showcases a marlin illustration, and a sea turtle is found 
on the ladies’ model, which is available with or without diamonds. Royalties from 
the watches go directly to the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation to further scientific 
research and ocean education, kirkfreeport.net 


■ EXPANDED COLOR OPTIONS 

Penn brought a whole new look to its line of 
tried-and-trusted International reels by introduc- 
ing a new silver color. Previously only available 
as part of Penn’s Custom Shop, the silver reels 
are constructed of the same high-strength, 
lightweight, aircraft-grade aluminum as their gold 
counterparts, and they are made in the same 
Philadelphia machining center in which Penn 
has constructed reels since 1932. The silver color 
will be available in 12 different models, from the 
12VSXS to the 130VSXS. pennfishing.com 


H IMPENETRABLE 
PROTECTION 

The new Pettit Protect with 
Mica Shield Technology is a 
heavy-duty, two-component 
epoxy coating that provides 
a durable barrier coating in 
both fresh and salt water. 

Unlike other companies that 
use ground mica, Pettit Protect 
incorporates slate mica into the 
epoxy resin to create an impen- 
etrable structural barrier, and its 
high-solids formula allows for 
quick and easy application with 
fewer coats necessary to be 
effective, pettitpaint.com 
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■ CUSTOMIZED RIGGER STOPS 

Custom rigger stops from Tournament 
Cable are available in nine colors and can 
be customized with your boat name and 
matching color scheme. Weighing in at less 
than 1 ounce, these high-quality, precision- 
made stops are sure to make your boat 
stand out, and they will withstand the test of 
weather and time, tournamentcable.com 



The Flippy Floppy Thing from 
Squidnation adds a unique variation 
to the traditional squid daisy chain by 
adding a flexible bar through each squid 
that is tipped with two smaller squids. 
When trolled, it creates erratic move- 
ment and splashing as it flips and flops, 
imitating a predator driving through a 
school of fish and scattering the school 
in the air. Deadly on sailfish, marlin and 
tuna, it might be just the thing to raise 
fish when others aren’t, squidnation.com 






■ SEEING IS BELIEVING 

The new Luma-Vu Camera from Aqualuma provides an 
instant view of what lies beneath. Fitting into a stan- 
dard Aqualuma 6 Series housing, the high-resolution 
camera connects to any onboard video input and 
comes with a scratch-resistant, injection-molded 
polymer housing. It features a Sony image sensor and a 
3.6mm lens that creates a 92-degree viewing angle, so 
you won’t miss what’s going on underwater when a fish 
is in the spread or on the leader, aqualuma.com 



■ EASY AERIAL FOOTAGE 

Throw the new Lily overboard when backing down, and let the drone work its magic by 
taking the guesswork out of capturing awe-inspiring aerial footage of your next billfish 
release. The Lily flies itself based on your location and selected mode, using a tracking 
device and remote. With speeds up to 25 mph and a maximum altitude of 100 feet, it allows 
for incredible footage at your fingertips, lily.camera 
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Lines In Tournament Report 



Orange Beach Billfish Classic 

ALABAMA TOURNAMENT DONATES $36,000 
TO THE BILLEISH EOUNDATION 


May 13-17, Orange Beach, Alabama 

wenty-five teams competed 
in the 17th annual Orange 
Beach Billfish Classic, 
kicking off the fishing 
season in the Gulf, where boats had 
released a great number of blue marlin 
throughout winter and into spring. 

With anticipation high, it was Rise Up, 
a 56-foot Viking, that boated the 
502.2-pound tournament-winning blue 
marlin. Rusty Skalla and his team also 
took third place in the release division. 

Ono Ocean finished in second place, 
and Iona Louise rounded out the top 
three in the blue marlin division. The 
fish caught by Iona Louise had a very 
old Billfish Foundation tag in it, and 
scientists are trying to recover the 
historical data on the tattered tag. 'TVe 
never seen a tag that appeared to be in 
a fish as long as this one,” said OBBC 
weighmaster Craig Marin. You Never 


iLnow was awarded the Johnny Johnson 
Memorial Award for taking first place 
in the catch-and-release division with 
two blue marlin. Just The Tip released 
a blue marlin to finish second in 
catch-and-release. 

At the awards breakfast, OBBC 
tournament director Kate Borland 
and the tournament committee pre- 
sented a check for $36,000 to Ellen 
Peel and The Billfish Foundation for 
their continued work in the Gulf of 
Mexico. ''This is why we put on this 
tournament,” said Johnny Borland. 

"All the proceeds from the OBBC are 
given to charity, and presenting that 
check at the end of the tournament is 
always the highlight of my weekend.” 
The donation is $11,000 more than the 
tournament's contribution in 2014, 
and is annually the largest donation 
from any billfish tournament to 
the organization. 


Rise Up took first place at the Orange 
Beach Billfish Classic with a 502.2-pound 
blue marlin in May. 


THE SHOOTOUT 

May 20-23, Abaco, Bahamas 

The Shootout's fleet of 27 custom and 
production boats released a total of 
52 billfish, including 21 blue marlin, 

19 white marlin and 12 sailfish, during 
three days of fishing. Wave Paver, a 
61-foot Garlington, showed its prowess 
by winning the overall Shootout title 
with two blue marlin, two white marlin 
and two sailfish releases — securing 
a win for the custom boats over the 
production boats in this inaugural event. 

Wave Paver owner Junior Bavis was 
named Top Angler, and the crew, con- 
sisting of Capt. Russell Sinclair, Jerry 
Owens, Garrett Van Orman and Brian 
Boyle, took home Top Crew accolades. 
Releasing one blue marlin each day of 
the tournament secured owner Scott 
Robins and Capt. Chris Zielinski of 
Weezin The Keys a second-place finish, 
and Walter Shikany's Never Enough took 
third with Capt. Trevor Cockle and crew 
releasing one blue marlin, four whites 
and a sailfish. 

CAJUN CANYONS BILLFISH CLASSIC 

June 1-5, Venice, Louisiana 

The 11th annual Cajun Canyons Billfish 
Classic saw incredible fishing for the 
46 boats competing for a total purse of 
$593,100. On the first day alone, the fleet 
released a total of 23 blue marlin and 
four white marlin. On Friday, Ono Ocean, 
a 66-foot Ocean with angler/owner 
Palmer Long, grandson of Louisiana's 
45th Gov. Earl Long, caught a 103 -inch 
blue marlin that tipped the scales at 
387.3 pounds. It was Long's 100th blue 
marlin caught in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The tournament finished with 28 
blue marlin and five white marlin 
releases, weighing seven blue marlin. 

In addition to those fish caught, an esti- 
mated 30 billfish were hooked and lost 
by the fleet. Capt. Robbie Boggett and 
angler Bale Artigue aboard Relentless 
Pursuit took first place in the blue 
marlin division, weighing a 508.1-pound 
fish. Second place went to angler 
Ransom Pipes, fishing with his dad, 
Randy Pipes, aboard Pipe Dream. They 
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Lines In Tournament Report 


caught a 454.7-pounder. Third-place 
blue marlin went to Dr. Chris Cenac’s 
421-pounder aboard Rising Sons. 

Relentless Pursuit also claimed the 
top spot in the release division with 
four blue marlin releases, all caught 
by Dale Artigue. Second place in the 
release division went to Capt. Ciscyt 
James and owner John Engquist aboard 
Chasin Tail based on time with three 
blue marlin releases. Rorn2Run, with 
Capt. Myles Colley and owner/angler 
Dana Foster, also released three blue 
marlin to claim third place. Winning 
both divisions. Relentless Pursuit wdiS 
awarded the C.R. Bob Potter Memorial 
Trophy for the top boat, leaping to 
the top spot in the Gulf Coast Triple 
Crown Championship Series and 
receiving an invitation to the Offshore 
World Championship. 

BIG ROCK BLUE MARLIN 
TOURNAMENT 

June 5-13, Morehead City, 

North Carolina 

Rolling off the production line only 
four days prior to the 57th annual Big 


Rock Blue Marlin Tournament, Viking 
62 weighed a 680-pound blue marlin 
on the first day of the tournament, good 
enough to hold the lead for the entire 
week. Capt. Brian Komer and angler 
Earle HalPs catch won them $560,500 
of Big Rock’s $1,632,650 purse. Looking 
back at tournament history, their catch 
would have been big enough to win 26 of 
the past 30 Big Rock competitions. 

Capt. Van Pierce and Eric Kimball 
aboard EZRoy placed second overall and 
won the outboard division with their 
556.3-pound blue marlin, and Capt. Will 
Ross aboard CarlyA, with angler Adam 
Shack, caught a 504.3-pound blue to 
secure third place. Edged out of the top 
three, the crew aboard Shenandoah still 
walked away with a check for $365,500 
for winning the Fabulous Fisherman 
division with Robbie Stallings’ 
503.6-pound blue marlin, the first 
qualifying 500-pound blue marlin. 

Prime Time, captained by Gray Hall, 
released two blue marlin to win the 
Level V release dwision; Accordingly 
IV placed second, and Dancin’ Outlaw 
finished third. Speculator, captained by 



Splashed just four days before. Viking 62 
won the Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament 
with a 680-pounder. 


Edward Murray, tallied more release 
points than any other boat in the tourna- 
ment but did not elect to participate in 
Level V, only winning the Level I billfish 
release category. ^ 


r 


□ 


Bfor more of the latest 

TOURNAMENT NEWS, LOG ON TO 


marlinmag.com/tournamentnews 
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® BOATS OF INTEREST 


BY KARL ANDERSON 



Hatteras 45 Express 

A NEW EXPRESS BOAT THAT CAN EISH OR CRUISE WITH EOUAL EFFECTIVENESS 


ith the Cabo Yachts brand 
getting absorbed into the fold 
at Hatteras, the folks at the 
headquarters of the storied 
brand from New Bern, North Carolina, 
had a great opportunity to increase 
model offerings, and the new Hatteras 
45 Express Cruiser combines the best of 
both brands. A roomy helm deck, ample 
fishing room in the cockpit and a well- 
appointed belowdecks living area make 
this a desirable rig for owners wishing 


to run their own boat with liveaboard 
capacity and the social aspects that 
express boats offer. 

Hatteras offers the 45 Express in 
Cruiser and Sportfish configurations, as 
well as in two layouts: single-state and 
two-stateroom models. We tested the 
single version. This flexibility makes 
the boat appealing for those looking for 
that midsize express for living space, 
fishing room and a large helm deck 
where everyone is part of the action. 



ACCOMMODATIONS 

All the way forward, the master 
stateroom features a queen island berth, 
with storage beneath and above it along 
the outboard walls. A door aft and to 
starboard in the stateroom opens into 
the ample head, which contains a large 
vanity, designer fixtures, a shower and 
mirrored cabinets. You can also access 
the head from the main cabin without 
entering the master stateroom. 

The salon area of the 45EX houses 
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the full galley, which is set to starboard, 
with good counter space, a big sink, 
storage cabinets above and below. 


and a microwave and cooktop. Two 
refrigerator/freezer doors sit under a 
counter along the aft bulkhead of the 
salon area. A long bench along the port 
outboard has a good deal of storage 
underneath it. Moving up to the helm 
deck, the entrance to the belowdecks 
area is offset to starboard, making the 
helm area nice and uncluttered. 

The 45EX has an integral molded 
hardtop and house sides, with large 
windows and an open bulkhead with 
clear drop-down curtains to enclose the 
helm deck. This rigid house creates an 
air-conditioned space without the leaks 
and temperature-regulation variances 
that typical express boats with canvas 
enclosures suffer from. 

COMMAND STATION 

The helm sits along the centerline with 
two helm chairs, single-lever controls 
and the engine user interfaces in easy 
view. The electronics screens lie within 
reach of the helmsman on their molded 
dash panel. The frameless windscreen 
provides good visibility forward from 
the helm, but the curtain configuration 
on the test boat limits visibility aft a 
little bit. A large cabinet with a counter- 
top, a refrigerator and heaps of storage 
underneath sit along the starboard 
side of the helm deck. To port, a large, 
L-shaped bench seat comes with a table 
and more storage. 

The cockpit on the 45EX comes with 
a complete sculpted mezzanine deck to 
port, with the entrance to the helm deck 
lying offset to starboard. Fully outboard 
to starboard, a storage cabinet contains 
an insulated drink box in the top. The 
mezzanine has storage beneath it and 
offers a great place to watch the baits 
on an offshore trolling day. Under the 
mezzanine deck to port lies an insulated 


>PERFORiyiANCE 
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box, and to starboard, a large storage bin 
sits under the deck. A molded armrest 
for the mezzanine seat has a drink 
holder along the inboard end of the seat. 

Our test boat has fold-out seating 
under the gunwales that make the 
cockpit a great place to hang out after a 
day fishing. A 56-gallon combo fish box/ 


A centerline helm has single-lever 
controls and easily accessed systems. 
Raised helm chairs (below left) and a 
frameless windshield offer great visibility. 





>SPKIF|CMiqNS 

LOA: 447" 

BEAM: 16'6" 

DRAFT: 3'8" 

DEADRISE: 16 degrees 

DISP.: (light) 43,200 lb. 

FUEL: 800 gal. 

WATER: 100 gal. 

POWER: Twin 715 hp 

C12A Caterpillars; 

Twin 1,150 hp 
C18A Caterpillars (optional) 
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livewell with an observation panel 
window comes molded into the transom. 
Two large, deep fish boxes that double as 
storage lie in the cockpit sole. Lazarette 
access is along the centerline aft and 
opens up for good access to rudder ports 
and the aft bilge pumps and storage. 

MECHANICAL SPACE 

You get to the engine room through 
the helm-deck floor hatch. The C18A 
Caterpillars are nicely nested in the 
space. Things are a bit tight, but for 
a 45-footer, she offers good access 

A helm-deck hatch provides access to 
the engine room, where there's ampie 
space for aii routine service tasks. 


You can order the 45EX with one of two 
staterooms. The singie-stateroom modei, 
shown above, has a iarge gaiiey. 


to raw-water pumps, belts, filters 
and the like. The generator sits back 
under the mezzanine deck, where it 
might be tough to work on, but the basics, 
such as checking oil, should be easy. The 
electrical, plumbing and equipment 
layout and execution is clean and tight. 

We ran the 45EX on a beautiful South 
Florida day with a 10-knot breeze out of 
the north and sunny skies. The 45 seemed 
quite nimble and maneuvered well, with 
her beam providing good separation 
of her props and rudders. She trolled 
clean at sailfish speeds and a quicker 



“She trolled clean at 
sailfish speeds and 
a quicker speed for 
lures, and she sat 
nicely for drifting 
or flying kites.” 


speed for lures, and she sat nicely for 
drifting or flying kites. Pushing her up 
on plane caused little bow lift, and the 
horizon was not lost on acceleration. She 
gained speed quickly, making 20.2 knots 
at 1,400 rpm, burning a mere 25 gph. 

TOP PERFORMANCE 

Advancing the throttles to 1,600 rpm, 
she burned 32 gph at 26.9 knots, quite 
a gain in power and speed for not 
much more fuel per hour. A fast cruise 
of 2,000 rpm produces 35.9 knots 
at 43 gph, and on the pins, the 45EX 
turned 2,330, zipping along at an honest 
40.5 knots while burning 60 gph. 

The 45EX offers a good deal of 
amenities in a spacious midsize 
express. Her stylish looks, plush 
accommodations and noteworthy 
performance make her a candidate for 
the short list of anyone looking for an 
express capable of reaching the offshore 
fishing grounds, or a great liveaboard 
for weekending. @- 
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® BOATS OF INTEREST 


BY KARL ANDERSON 



Winter 40 Express 

A SPECIALIZED BOAT BUILT FOR A SPECIFIC TASK 


ou wouldn't expect to see 
a sport-fishing boat in the 
little railroad town of Apex, 
North Carolina, but the 
folks at Winter Custom Yachts have 
put the landlocked town on the map in 
the sport-fishing world. The rigs they 
build have quickly gained notoriety 
for their fishing prowess and a repu- 
tation for delivering what the owner 
wants. Owners Tim Winters and Will 
Copeland began building their Carolina- 
style boats in 2005, with a focus on 


engineering, design and high quality. 

The company has produced 
everything from a couple of 15-foot flats 
skiffs to outboard and inboard center- 
consoles, walkaround express models 
with conventional and pod drives, and 
full-on sport-fishing boats up to 64 feet. 
I hadn't had a chance to ride or fish 
on one until this test, so I was glad to 
get to Stuart, Florida, to check out one 
of the company's recent efforts, the 
40-foot express Morning Star III, built 
for enthusiastic owners with plans to 


fly- fish for billfish extensively. 

ENGINE ROOM 

Winter built the 40-foot express using 
cold-molded construction, and pow- 
ered the boat with twin 435 hp Volvo 
Penta IPS 600 diesels. Her clean engine 
room came well laid out, given the 
amount of gear she was carrying. It 
can be accessed through a deck hatch, 
but the entire helm deck lifts up on 
rams for easy access to service and 
work on equipment. With the hatch 
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up, it's easy to reach the water pumps, 
through-hulls, the generator and the 
Seakeeper 5 gyro unit. 

The Onan generator sits forward of 
the engines on the centerline, with the 
Seakeeper to starboard. Racor filters 
are mounted on the outboard wall for- 
ward of the engines and are very easily 
accessed. The pod drives are serviced 
and accessed from the machinery space 
tunnel under the cockpit deck. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

You access the cabin from the helm 
deck, through a companionway 
entrance to port. The electrical dis- 
tribution cabinet is well-marked and 


The centered helm station offers good 
visibility, and the Volvo Penta IPS 
controls provide great maneuverability. 


neatly done, and it's located within easy 
reach, just inside the entr 5 rway. Four 
steps down, the cabin opens up with 
plenty of headroom. Tucked under the 
helm deck, a bunk lies athwartships, 
and it also doubles as a huge storage 
area. Over the bunk, on the aft bulkhead 
wall, is a large flat- screen TV. Along the 
port side of the cabin, a bench seat has a 
removable table. The starboard aft side 
has open, vertical rod storage for easy 
and quick access. 

Just forward of the rod storage, 
the head compartment has a full-size 
shower built in as an integral unit and 
painted out nicely for easy cleanup. 

A galley counter forward of the head 
entrance on the starboard side features a 
sunken cooktop, with a flush counter lid, 
next to a large sink. The bunk sits fully 
forward, with storage cabinets above it, 
leaving plenty of room to build in refrig- 
erator and freezer drawers under the 
bunk. The interior features top-quality 
wood flooring and trim throughout. 

COCKPIT 

The cockpit features a transom livewell 
with a viewing window, and a tuna door 
to starboard. The area has a clean and 
uncluttered feel, with rolled-edge teak 
covering boards, and a teak deck. The 
owners had the rocket launcher rigged 
with a set of controls to accommodate 
their fly-fishing when short-handed. 

Moving up onto the helm deck, there 
are mezzanine modular units on each 
side, with aft-facing seats with huge 
storage bins beneath them. The port 
seat has a built-in insulated box that 
can hold plenty of drinks and ice for 
long weekend trips. The starboard- side 
center storage bin is huge, and it's an 
ideal place for all kinds of things that 



need to be accessed regularly. Each 
unit also has slide-out drawers for even 
more storage capacity. 

The boat has a centerline teak 
helm pod with single-lever controls, 
and the pod drive joystick controller is 
just to starboard of the helm. There are 
two helm chairs, with an excellent insu- 
lated cooler box into which the Eskimo 
ice maker dumps under the center 
chair. I like this; it can hold a lot and is 
centrally located and close to the drink 
box, making it easy to move ice around. 



MARLINMAG.COM SEPTEMBER 2015 I 67 




BOATS OF INTEREST 



The entire bridge deck rises on rams for 
major service work access. A day hatch 
iets you easiiy check fiuid ieveis. 


The helm dash is clean and well laid 
out, with two 16-inch Garmin touch- 
screen multifunction units within easy 
reach and view of the skipper. 

Two Icom M506 VHF radios came 
mounted to starboard on the dash, in 
front of the companion helm seat, along 
with controllers for the Fusion stereo, 
Seakeeper, Onan generator, and FLIR. 
The Volvo Penta engine ignition panel 
and engine gauges are placed under 
the controllers, and the engine gauges 
can also be displayed on the Garmin 


tt 

“She is quite agile, 
spins willingly and 
backs around in both 
directions, and can 
surely come back 
faster than most 
anglers can gain line.” 


screens. There also are molded-in drink 
holders and air-conditioning vents on 
the dash. 



HELM STATION 

The center helm offered good visibility 
as we pushed the throttles up and never 
lost sight of the horizon. The boat is 
very responsive and slips along easily 
on plane, answering helm turns and 
trim-tab adjustments with crispness. 

She really shines in close-quarters 
maneuvering and fish-handling ability. 
She is quite agile, spins willingly 
and backs around in both directions, and 
can surely come back faster than most 
anglers can gain line. 

The Morning 5tor///has a solid, 
smooth feel, and although it was calm 
and we didn't put her seakeeping abil- 
ity to the test, she has all the attributes 
of a good running boat. She also has 
good midrange qualities for travel; at 
a good cruise speed of 3,000 rpm, she 
makes 27.2 knots while burning 29 gph, 
and at a fast cruise of 3,200 rpm, she 
gives you 30 knots and burns 33 gph. On 
the pins, at 3,600 rpm, she zips along at 
34.7 knots, burning 44 gph. 

Without a doubt. Winter Custom 
Yachts has produced a fine product, with 
robust systems, excellent fit and finish, 
and performance to match. I like that it's 
building boats that others won't, boats 
that suit the owners' specific needs, as a 
custom boat should. @ 


The spacious interior features rich wood 
trim and a weii-pianned iayout. A doubie 
berth iies forward, with a smaii gaiiey 
and a big-screen teievision as weii. 
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That’s right! Join us in Los Cabos, Mexico from 
November 17-20, 2015 and you can fish in the 
Los Cabos Big Game Charter Boat Classic just by 
chartering a boat for the day! With a Two Seas, One 
Paradise attitude, Los Cabos, Mexico offers up some of 
the best big game fishing in the world, and there’s no 
better way to jump into it than fishing a tournament for 
free! With three different locations to fish from; Cabo 
San Lucas, San Jose Del Cabo, and East Cape, this 
tournament covers all the hottest spots! 

Daily Jackpot Species Include: 

Tuna Wahoo Dolphin Marlin 

The Los Cabos Charter Boat Classic puts an emphasis 
on fun and the angler-friendly rules make it prefect 
event for both Lady and Junior Anglers as well. 



Marlin 


MEXICO 

IJW IT TO &EUEVE IT 





LOS CABOS" PRESENTED BY THE LOS CABOS 
TOURISM BOARD TOURISM BOARD 


To enter and for complete details go to LosCabosChaterBoatClassic.com 
For information contact Dan.Jacobs@bonniercorp.com 407-571-4680 
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Ocean City, Maryland 

WHITE MARLIN CENTRAL 


or the offshore-afflicted, 
Ocean City, Maryland, is 
one of the truly top-notch 
* destinations in the 
continental United States 

For most of the year. Ocean City is a 
sleepy seaside community that’s home 
to fewer than 10,000 residents, but the 
population can swell to over 300,000 
once spring and summer roll around. 
Most come to enjoy the sun, sand and 
surf, as well as the attractions along 
the city’s 3-mile-long boardwalk. But 
if you’re a big-game angler, it’s the 


offshore fishing you’re after. 

Access to deep water wasn’t always 
easy out of Ocean City, but a vicious 
August storm in 1933 cut a new channel 
from the Atlantic Ocean to Sinepuxent 
Bay, effectively severing Ocean City 
from Assateague Island to the south. 
The Army Corps of Engineers took 
advantage of the natural intervention 
and made the inlet permanent. With a 
new harbor and easy access to the cities 
of Baltimore, Washington, D.C., and oth- 
ers, Ocean City soon became one of the 
premier sport-fishing destinations on 
the East Coast. 

Part of the allure of Ocean City 
comes from the hordes of white marlin 
that invade the offshore waters during 
the summer. Early pioneers racked 
up incredible numbers of these feisty 
billfish, and word quickly spread that 


Top sport-fishing boats travei to Ocean 
City, Maryiand, every year (above) to 
compete in the White Mariin Open (ieft). 


when the whites were thick as thieves, 
it was time to head out there and catch 
as many as you could. The creation of 
the White Marlin Open in 1974 further 
cemented the town’s reputation as the 
''White Marlin Capital of the World.” 
Since those early years, the tournament 
has grown in both size and stature, 
with several hundred boats competing 
for well over $1 million in prize money 
every August. 

Over the years the tournament has 
witnessed some incredible catches, 
including Maryland’s first grander, a 
blue marlin weighing 1,062 pounds 
caught during the 2009 White Marlin 
Open by Robert Farris on No Problem. 
The tournament-record white marlin, 
a 99-pounder, came back in 1980 when 
Steve Bass reeled in the winner aboard 
Top Hat. The White Marlin Open is 
also one of the most spectator-friendly 
fishing events in the world, drawing 
thousands of curious onlookers eager 
for a glimpse of a winning fish. It truly 
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is a sight to behold, and this year the 
White Marlin Open celebrates its 
42nd anniversary, making it one of the 
longest-running billfish tournaments in 
the United States. 

But whether you come for the 
tournament or just for a couple of days 
of offshore excitement, it’s hard to beat 
the fishing out of Ocean City. The local 
charter fleet is on par with the best 
along the East Coast. When the bite is 
on, they’re as dialed in as anyone. The 
usual spread built with natural-bait 
dredges and chin-weighted ballyhoo 
rigged with circle hooks for target- 
ing white marlin will also catch just 
about anything that roams the off- 
shore waters, including blue marlin, 
mahimahi, yellowfin and blackfin 


GET TING THE RE 

ONE REASON FOR Ocean City's 
popularity is the relative ease to get 
there, either by flying or driving from 
the metropolitan centers of the East 
Coast. Three miles west of downtown 
Ocean City is the Ocean City Municipal 
Airport, which serves private planes 
and charter aircraft, but the nearby 
Salisbury-Ocean City Wicomico 
Regional Airport provides the closest 
commercial air service. There is only a 
single major north-south thoroughfare, 
Maryland Route 528, which is called the 
Coastal Highway. The town itself is very 
easy to navigate, but it can get quite 
congested in the summer, so remember 
that patience is indeed a virtue. 

OCEAN CITY MARINAS 

Ocean City is served by a number of 
excellent marinas. Sunset Marina (oc 
sunsetmarina.com) in west Ocean City is 
home to a good part of the city’s charter 


tuna — and even a wahoo from time to 
time. But when the whites are in town, 
most boats will concentrate on target- 
ing them and actively seek fish that 
are feeding on the surface and tailing 
down-sea with the swells. When using 
appropriately sized 20- to 30-pound 
tackle, white marlin are among the 
most acrobatic of the billfish species, 
not to mention the most beautiful. And 
it’s not uncommon for a big blue marlin 
or oversize bigeye tuna to crash the 
party either. 

The attractions don’t end there, though. 
If a 60-mile run to the canyons is not in 
the cards, the inshore and bay fishing is 
very good and is a great alternative to a 
long run in questionable weather. Kids 
love the famed Ocean City Boardwalk, 




fleet and has dry storage, fish cleaning, 
gas and diesel fuel, and direct access 
to deep water if you plan on bringing 
your own boat. Ocean City Fishing 
Center (ocfishing.com) is also a great 
destination for both charters and visit- 
ing boaters. Bahia Marina (bahiamarina 
.com) has charter and headboats as 
well as fuel and more. The aptly named 
White Marlin Marina (whitemarlinmarina 
.com) offers very convenient fuel, with 
more than three-quarters of the marina 
capable of in-slip refueling. It can also 
accommodate vessels up to 125 feet in 
length, as well as those with deep drafts. 


Anglers anticipate the annual migration of 
white marlin past Ocean City, known as the 
“White Marlin Capital of the World.” 


with its multitude of attractions, arcades, 
shops and stands to explore. And since 
Ocean City is the ultimate tourist-friendly 
destination, there is a very wide range of 
accommodations available, from simple 
bungalows all the way to five- star luxury 
resorts. It’s one of the best fishing hot 
spots in the world to bring the entire fam- 
ily, and there’s plenty to see and do if they 
choose to stay ashore. 

A final measure of a great destination 
is the talent it produces. Spend some 
time in just about any sport-fishing port 
from Oregon Inlet to Stuart, Florida, 
throughout the Caribbean or in the 
Pacific, and you’re sure to find dedicated, 
professional captains and deckhands 
who proudly trace their fishing roots 
directly back to Ocean City. ® 


OCEAN CITY BILLFISH 
TOURNAMENTS 


WHITE MARLIN OPEN 


Aug. 3-7, 2015 

One of the largest sport-fishing 
tournaments in the world. It’s 
worth it just to be a part of the 
experience, even if you don’t land a 
million-dollar white marlin. 
whitemarlinopen.com 


POOR GIRLS OPEN 


Aug. 13-15, 2015 
A ladies-only, all-release billfish 
tournament benefiting breast 
cancer research. There are 
added entry levels for tuna and 
dolphin, not to mention legendary 
dock parties. 
bahiamarina.com 


LABOR DAY WHITE MARLIN TOURNAMENT 


Sept. 4-6, 2015 

Hosted by the Ocean City Marlin 
Club, it’s a great way to celebrate 
the holiday weekend in Ocean City. 

ocmarlinclub.com 


OCEAN CITY MARLIN CLUB 

^■HallengTcup^I 


Sept. 18-19, 2015 
Another Ocean City Marlin Club 
tournament, this one is a shootout 
format between teams representing 
Maryland and New Jersey. Always a 
good time. 
ocmarlinclub.com 
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CAE?^S 


OCTOBER 13-17, 2015 


ARE YOU READY FOR A ONE-OF-KIND TOURNAMENT EXPERIENCE? 

Come to Cabo and Take Your Shot At Over $750,000 in Cash and Prizes* 


Pack your bags and head down to Cabo San Lucas, Mexico 
this October 13-17 to fish in some of the most prolific gamefish 
waters in the world! With great parties and many ways to 
win, the Los Cabos Billfish Tournament kicks off the big game 
tournament season with a bang! 

Teams can choose to enter a variety of categories so tailor the 
event to fit your budget and your favorite offshore targets! You 
don’t have to catch a 1,000-pounder to win big money! 

*Based on 45 teams entered in all tournament categories. 


^TRANSCABO 




LOS CABOS" 


TQUftESM QOAnp 


IVtoil in MEXICO 

LIVE IT TO lELIEVE IT 


FOR A FREE GUIDE TO LOS CABOS GO TO 
VISITLOSCABOS.TRAVEL OR CALL 1-866-LOS-CABOS! 



For nnore information visit LosCabosBillfishtournament.com or contact 

Tournament Director Dan Jacobs at 407-571-4680 or email dan.jacobs@bonniercorp.com. 








42 CONVERTIBLE 


Leading Edge Engineering & Performance 
Recognized Around The World 
For Over 50 Years 

viking 


Proud Supporter of 


LEADING THE INDUSTRY, 

YESTERDAY. TODAY AND TOMORROW. 


VIKINGYACH'm.COM 609-296^000 
FoHdw LIS on Faoebonk & Twitter 

Made in Amence with 

’ axperience and pride 


I J 



CUSTOM BUILT SINCE 1965 == JIMSMITHBOATS.NET 


4396 S.E. COMMERCE AVENUE, STUART, FL 34997 | (772) 286 1 172 


To break light tackle world records 
you need to be aggressive. 

G&S BOATS 

Nothing else compares! 



G&S Boats, Inc. 
builds custom 
fiberglass sportfishing 
yachts. G8tS is a 37 
\ y e a r old com pan y sUJ 1 ., 
owned and operated 
by It's founder^ 


www.gsboats.cbm 

gsboats@embarqmail.com 


850-835-7700 


GET IT NOW 

on the iPad™ 



Save 370/0 

when you purchase a 
one year subscription. 

Our new digital version of 
Marlin is now available 
in the App Store, 
ready to download. 


APP FEATURES: 

■ Free Sample issue 

■ Social Sharing 

■ Email Articles 

■ Save images 

■ And More 


D Avdi'lj All the 

App Store 


Apple, the Apple Logo, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc., 
registered in the U.S. and other countries, iPad is a trademark of 
Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc, 
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Congratulati ons 2015 Custom Shootout 
WINNER 54' Mark Willis 




CUSTOM ^OOTOUT 


FLORIDA 


DETROIT 


ktal Power Solution 


Proud Spotii 
USTOM si! 

Since the Begim 





imsgmg 


0 


DETROIT DIES EL-ALL I SON 

A Stewart & Stevenson Company 



Gregory Poole 

HsIik 


Cfil 


COSTA 



HMY 


"V^chts 


Ring Power 



m SHimpno 


For more information visit CustomShootout.com 







MARKETPLACE 




...we do more than just Saltfish! 

kingsaits@aol.com 

www.kinqsaitfishmountsxom 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, USA 

King Saiifish Mounts, Inc. 

954-784-8377 


...featuring 
Marine Artist 









WORLD CLASS 


F SH NG . L FESTYLE • NVESTMENT 


Contact: 

EStark@ Starkfish LLC.com 
ph: 216.375.9432 
www.StarkfishLLC.com 


KSTARK ■STT 
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5 : , IN Virginia Beach, Virginia 


Breathtaking waterfront homes with large boat docks 

WITH DIRECT ACCESS TO DEEP WATER FISHING ! 


#1 INDIVIDUAL AGENT 

HAMPTON ROADS REALTORS® ASSOCIATION 



Susan T. Pender 

CeU (757) 286-3832 

Office (757) 422-2200 ♦ Fax (757) 422-6371 
600 22 ^"^ Street ♦ Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
stpsusan@aol.com 
www.susanpender.com 

©2015 BHH Affiliates LLC. An independently owned ^ 
and operated broker member of BHH Affiliates LLC. — 



SO^p by Susan 



BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 

Homes ervices 
Towne Realty 




MARKETPLACE 



Billions were spent to prevent 
torpedoes from spinning. 


We didn’t spend that much tn step 
lure spin.... But It Was Close! 


Keel weighted lures 
with oval saddles 
that eliminate spin. 

www.bfdliiggamelures.com 


Improving “Luck” one lure at a time. 



^ of^outh noridawJB 

fl'oiuniamSitlQuality/BaiS! 


'Another Great jYear 


rBaitmasters:ofSoutri'Florida?Inc^ 


1-800-NEW-BAIT (639-2248) | 305-751-7007 
691 1 NE 3RD AVE., MIAMI, FL 331 38 
FAX: 305-758-8074 I WWW.BAITMASTERS.COM 


201 4 White Marlin Open, 1 st Place Blue Marlin, 
"Gratitude" wins $51 1,41 7.00, Capt. Paul Spencer. 


2014 Bahamas Billhsh Championship, 
1 St Place Overall, "Wave Paver". 


2014 Pirates Cove Billfish Tournament, 
1st Place, "(/fio/Was'^ 


2014 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1st Place Blue Marlin 847 lbs., 
"Why Knot" sets a new tournament record. 


201 4 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1 st Place White Marlin, 
"Krazy Salts", wins $660,394.00. 


All bait Is brined, vacuum packed and blast frozen to 
ensure freshness. Unrigged or professionally rigged. 


♦sginD 
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• Stabilizes Fuel Far Up To 2 Yems; Engmes Start Easy 
& WiUuHit Smoky Exhaust 

• ProihOes Maximtmt Performance, Emn from Eftianoi-Biemied Fu^ 

• Ranoms and Prevents Gum, Carbon and Varnish Deposits 

• Keeps Fuel injectors and Caiturelors Clean 

• H^ps Pievefif PAase Separation by Di^iersing Watm- Throughmit 
Fu^ as Submicnm-^zed Droplets That Can Be Bimmated as Uw 
Engine Operates 

RECm/IMBlim FOR 0^ IN ML 

OUTBOARD & INBOARD ENGINES 


use at 

ETHANOL EVERY 
pEATMEft^ ■r«, V.L 

'w; FILL-UP 

^ WWW.STARTROM.tOM ■ ■ wi 

^ - \ 


^y-Enzmec:^ 

^Euetyrepdheot 


■ twaem Sjl hB^snt 

* l^BUni faM, V^irvbdi S CirkMI 

■ ttom nvml PfesH 

‘ wwki In JtH Eknkm S U FW 


CURES & PREVENTS 

ETHANOL FUEL PROBLEMS 


WWWLSTARTROACOM nnoGB# 
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SST - Chlorophyll - Altimetry - Currents 


111 
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“Feeding Frenzy” 
Blue Marlin, 
18i/4"h, 8"w, 8"d 
(With shade 32 "h) 


GEOFFREY SMITH 

GALLERIES INC 
, SimRT, FiORiDA 


WWW. geoffreysmith .com 


GEOFFREY C. SMITH GALLERIES 
DOWNTOWN STUART 

47 West Osceola Street M 

Stuart, Florida 34994 jp K 

Geoffrey Direct: (772) 486-3626 


“Stuart Sailfish 
Monument” 
Bronze, 19' high 
(Studies and Maquettes 
Available 

25"h, 45"h & 90"h) 


Satellite imaging done right ~~ 
at a price that makes sense 

$99 

per year 

New! TerraFIn MobilE 
for iPhone, iPad & Android 

800-993-0939 

www.terrafin.com 



3V Bertram-Custom • 26 ' Regulator 



LOS aUENOS MARINA 
COS I A RICA 


MARLIN • SAILFISH • DORADO • WAHOO • ROOSTERFISH 
Costa Rica: 011-506-8330-5416 • US 646-220-5963 
Email: info@straightupsportfishing.com 


www.straightupsportfishmg.com 


SAVE 

TIME 


24/7 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

is only a click away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or Pay 
a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 
www.marlinmag.com/cs 



IVfeilin 
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Shimano 130 Tiagra 

Catch your Big Fish With 
Capt. Chip Van Mols on the Luna 
808 960 5954 


IWWVft 




These Guys Did. 


Capt. Chip Van Mols fishes over 200 days a year on the LUNA 
in Kona, Hawaii. All his gear is from Melton Tackle and has one 
purpose, to catch the fish of a lifetime. For angler Dean Lemman 
this 1,226.5 lb Blue Marlin was it. 

Congrats to Capt Chip & the crew of the Luna! 

Gear Used: 

Melton Tackle Kona Royale 130 Chair Rod 
130 lb Amilan-T II IGFA Pre-Test Game Line 
Hays Hooks 
Aloha Smash Bait 

Grander Series Deluxe Bucket Harness I (ipA 
Momoi XHard 7501b Leader I UP & 

^mAcnS 


MELT0NTACKLE.COM 800-372-3474 714-507-4177 





The World Wide Source for: Dredge Kits, Stripteasers, 
Spreader Bars, Complete Tackle Kits for Billfish & Tuna, 
Hi-Performance Coolers, Gyro Binoculars, Fighting Chairs, 
Outriggers, Hal-Locks, Rigging Kits, Kite 
Fishing Kits, Electric Reels & more! 


Abaco Outrigger Tension Kits * 


1-888-810-7283 | www.aMtackle.com 




OBX TRADING GROUP 


NAUTICAL 

CHART 

DECOR 


Over 1500 charts to select from! 

FREE SHIPPING! 

obxtradingroup.com 
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CHARTER BOATS AND RESORTS 



GUATEMALA 


World Class Fishing 
Veteran Crews * 9-Boat Fleet 
_ Luxury Accomodations 
Gourmet Dining 


f w m 



OuQ'tdivlQS-G: 
Qt ("ts beS't. .. 



1-888-700-3467 

www.pac ifi cfi n s.co m .gt 

greatfishing@> pacificfins.com.gt 


SEA BOOTS CHARTERS 

--’f ■ ■■ a" ’T- 



KEY WEST AREA 
8002381746 


www.SEAB00TS.com 


COIBA ^^NTURE 



Greatest l^riety g/GamsFi^ m the JS^itrid 
Black Maclin Ei$hiflg Hannilul Bank ^ Likdc Caiba 

Captain Ibtm Yust - 22yeangiitdnig^^nrgai^nitiiTwiS 
fiomlsia CoibOf I^xnama 
5 r Bertram 22* Mako Bshing bools 

Over 50 ^wdes oFgameJiab* New Packages £c; Rates 
Afore tr^imtiatioTif photos ^ videos at oar uxhsite 
WWW.c0ibajdvcilture.OOin 


infik^cxiibaEtn 


• RM^BOCMWO? - 3J4-56fr^555 



CainonFishingCharters.com 


Air Conditioned Offshore Fishing 

US: 305.987.8952 
Costa Rica: 011.506.8564.5019 

USCG Copt. Jack Callion, owner/operator Q 


In Los Sueficis Resort &. Murioa 
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5 Co. sale 


Costa Rica Dmams is the 
EXCLUSIVE 5-Star charter operator 
at the famous LOS SLIENOS ^ 
RESORT & MARINA 

with over 15 excellent " 

fishing boats that will put > 

you in the BEST * 

BlLLHSHfNG WATERS 
IN THE WORLD! ■ 

Specializing in: 

• Marlin • Sailfish^^^^ 

• Dorado • Tuna’^ ‘ 

• Rooster Fish ^ 

■ "Sunset Cruises" 


sale and 

boaic- iL'™'™es our 
*^bar{er htt® 

^ oreaui- 


Check our web page for 
••PACKAGE SPECIALS” of 
BIG SAVING on condo, 
charters and airport transfers! 

‘We’re not a boolcing agent.... 
we ARE the OWNER/okRATORSU 
OUR BOASTS, OUR CREWS, 

OUR YEARS OF EXPERIENCE! 


AT 

JQSSUENOS 

^^^resorf and manna 

COSTA RICA 


From US; 1-(337) 205*0665 
CR Office: 001-(506) 2637-8912 
info@CostaR(caDreams.com 
www.CostaRicaDreams.com 


carter dons 


Costa Rica 


LOS SUENOS RESORT & MARINA. FISHING 
TRIPS TO COSTA RIGA'S hottest destination. Wide 
range of vessels and luxury accommodations. For 
Fishing Packages and Specials please call toll free 
1-866-439-5922 or visit www.StayInCostaRica.com 

"COSTA RICA DREAM MAKERS" Sport 
Fishing Packages at the Los Suenos Resort 
& Marina WBS Championship winning boat 
charters, Luxury rooms, Condos, and Houses. 
Call us toll free today at 1-888-588-2736 or visit 
WWW. CostaRicaDreamMaker s . com 


To list your charter boat or resort, contact: 

Bill Simkins 

Ph (407) 571-4865 • bill.simkins@bonniercorp.com 



45 mile runs to Hannibal 
Bank - an awesome 
place to ffsh! 


INCLUDES 2 BOATS: 32’ SEAVEE AND 27’ OCEAN MASTER 


THE ENTIRE INFRASTRUCTURE IS IN PLACE, DEEP WATER 
WITH A 20X40 FLOATER WITH 50-AMP SERVICE 


6 well appointed cabins, infinity pool, restaurant 
boat ramp, and all equipment 
Approximately 4 titled acres 
Currently operating as a private club 


xtmm 


OCEAN FRONT PROPE 
THE PACIFIC SIDE OF PANAMA 
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Photo by Will -Drost 


JhM 


fij 

^IrnTfi 


Tm 





DEPART FROM THE LUXURIOUS LOS SUENOS MARINA 


FISH ON SAFE, S E A M 0 U N T- R E A D Y CUSTOM 42' MAVERICK YACHTS 

(SPANISH FLY / SEA FLY) 


PROFESSIONAL, TOURNAMENT WINNING CAPTAINS AND CREWS 


CATCH AND RELEASE CONSERVATION 


www.maverickyachtscostarica.com • 800-405-8206 






FISHINATOR - 2014 SPENCER EXPRESS 44 - Twin Volvo IPS 435 hp 
pod drives, 545 hours. Cruise 28 kt @ 3300 rpm, 32 kt @ 3600 rpm. 
PB style controls with joy stick. Master forward, 2 double berths aft, 
head/shower. Garmin electronics, large fish storage boxes. Ready to 
fish or weekend excursions! Now in Cape May, NJ. 


MIMI - 2008 SPENCER 59 - CAT C-32's cruise 37 kts, top end 47 
kts. 2014 PipeWelders Tuna Tower and 44 ft 4-spreader Super 
Lightweight riggers w/hydraulics. 3/2 layout. Night vision camera, 
Crestron/Kaliedescape server, A/C mezzanine, new interior carpet, 
new exterior cushions. Superfast! 



69' SPENCER 2016. Offered for sale Feb 
2016. 1925 hp CAT C-32's w/low hours, 
PipeWelders tower, 4 Cabins, Bow Thruster, 
Seakeeper, 2 Gens, Spot Zero System, 
Underwater Exhaust. 


SISTBSHIP 



74' SPENCER 201 7. Offered for sale Nov 2016. 
CAT C32's will have low hours. PipeWelders 
Tower, Bow Thruster, 2 Seakeepers, 4 Cabins, 
Granite, with an Elegant Upscale Interior. 





62' SPENCER 2016. Avail for purchase Dec 
2015. CAT C-18's w/low hours. PipeWelders 
Tower. 3/2. Seakeeper, underwater exhaust. 
Spot Zero System, Livos Mist Eliminator 
System. 



34' GLENN BRADLEY CUSTOM CAROLINA 
CC 2006. Twin 300 hp Yamahas w/Porta 
brackets, leaning post w/live well, hardtop/ 
tower, transom fishbox, teak cockpit. 
Manteo, NC. 

52' 1994/95 BUDDY DAVIS. Twin 820 hp ^ 
MAN engines, 1450 hrs SMOH. Newer 800 
gal fuel tank, water tank, water pump, etc. 

2 SR, galley down. Near Cambridge, MD. 
Bring offers! 



Office: (252) 423-1 fi86 
WANCHESE, NC 


Fax: (772) 343-9055 
TREASURE COAST, FL 


Email: sales@spenceryachtsbrokerage.com 
PALM BEACH, FL POMPANO BEACH, FL 


www.spenceryachtsinc.com 




HMY 



New Yacht Sales | Brokerage j New Construction | charter 


w w w. hmy. com 



viKing 

a-fc ^ #1 


viking 


NEW 55’ VIKING SPORTFISHERMAN 

CALL PAT KELLYS 561-723-9300 


NEW 42’ VIKING SPORT TOWER 

CALL TIM GI?E0fCICf 843-607-7256 


mPMA WHO” 66? 2014 ViKING 
CALL TIM OREDIOir; 04J^7^7256 


^ECaCY” 61’ 2001 VIKiNG 
CALL MARK PARKER; 561^71-2615 


‘UIKFS RiDE” 56? 2013 ViKlIiCi 
CALL STEVE MOTNIlUfi; mi-732~962B 


"PIPE DREAMEir 68’ 2006 VIKING 
CALL MIKE BURKE: 561-722-1063 













“NINA MARIE” 82’ 2010 VIKING 
CALL TOMY MAGGiO: 561-616^1442 

-GAME ON” TV 2008 BERTRAM 
CAU FRANK LOFEZ; S6I-50»4705 

70’2014VliaN6 

CALL RAT KELLYS 561-729-0300 

‘^CATCHIN UP” TIP 2003 KATTERAS 
CALL STEVE MGYmMAHi 561-7229629 



ij'. _ . s 


“BUSINESS” 5^ 2013 VIKING ^TARS & STRIPES” 52’ 2015 VIKING ST 52* 2014 VIKING “WAHOO lOiEW” 4S* 2006 VIKING 


CALL JEFF CREAKY: 305-394-3429 CALL TORY iMZAHA: 727-692-9902 CALL DAVE DERAflD^ 772-341-3669 GALL MIKE BURKE: 561-722-1063 


HMY IS WHERE THE ACTION IS: 

• Over 90 Late Model Pre-Owned Viking Yachts Sold in the Past 1 2 Months! 
• Over 75 Custom Sportfishing Yachts Sold in the Past 24 Months! 

• Over 500 Yachts Sold in 2014 ! 

REACH • RELATIONSHIRS • RESULTS! 






New Yacht Sales | Brokerage | New Construction | Charter 


www.linny.com 


MONEY” 52’ 2010 BUDDY DAVIS 

CALL BRAHDON O^CONNORs 561-723^737 


‘«ASE CAMP” 63’ 2001 PAUL MANN 

CALL DAVEBERARD: 772-341-3669 


‘‘SAPELO" 7T 200fi WHITICilR 
CALL DAVE BERAMDs 772^341^669 


^OUDINr 71’ 1999 JIM SMITH 
CALL TIM GBEmCK; 842607-7256 


Glti” 7& 2003 SCARBOItOIJGH 
CALL OftAHDON OCCHHOm 561 7234737 


“FLAMINGO 92* 2010 SEA FORCE 

CALL MIKE BWKEs 561-722-1063 


“BIG DOGMAS’ 1994 GRAVES 
CALL DAVE MElTEfl-' 561-723-1047 


“jEsrer OS’ 2004 island boat works "China girl** 65* 2001 rtbovich 

CALL SCOTT LEViNs 772-2521228 CALL MIKE BURKE: 561^722-1063 


“IVUGE IV" 67* 23QQB BILLY HOLTON 
CALL JAY JURGENS: 954-2627186 


“SEA BOC3TS^ 44* 1978 MERRITT “IND^ENDENCP 42 2009 AMERICAN CUSTOM *WirF5 END" 30* 2008 WHITICAR 
CALL SCOTT LEVIMs 772-263-1208 CALL DAVE BERARD; 772-341-3669 CALL BRAHOOH OCOMHtmi 561-7234737 


“NO VACANCr 44* 2011 R&R DGATWORKS 
CALL DAVE MEYER: 561-722-1047 


We Sponsor Most of the Major Billfish Tournaments on Florida’s East 
Coast & the Bahamas as well as the South Carolina Governor’s Cup & 

Bermuda Triple Crown Series. 





















MERRH 

BOAT & ENGINE WORKS 


2003 80’ Merritt 2003 72’ Merritt 

2xMTU’s 2000 hp each; 4 staterooms/4 heads; cockpit with mezzanine. Located in C-30’s 1550 hp each; proven fishing machine, recently completed 1000 hr. service; 
Ft. Lauderdale. Call BOB latest GARMIN electronics. One of the cleanest 72’s in the fleet! Call BRYCE 


2004 72’ Merritt 

2xMTU’s 2000 hp each; low hours; 30 knot cruise @ 1850 rpm; cockpit w/ 
mezzanine; 4 staterooms/3 heads. Located in Ft. Pierce. Call BOB 


1987 60’ Merritt 

2007 repowered with MAN CR1100 hp and recent engine service completed March 
2015. Complete Merritt refit in 2010 including paint job, new mezzanine, refrigeration, 
custom interior upgrades, electronics, new Palm Beach Tower and more. Don’t miss 
this one! Call MICHELE 


Contact Our Sales Department: (954) 943-6250. We Can List & Sell Your Sportfish! 

Bob 954.303.771 8 I Bobby 954.494.6741 I Brad 954.802.2962 I Bryce 772.485.8860 I Karl 772.21 5.31 08 I Michele 954.444.9230 I Mike 954.444.3957 


1997 58^ Merritt 

CATs low hours, (2) 27kw generators, mezzanine, Eskimo chipper, hardtop, davit & 
dinghy. Call MIKE 


1998 58’ Merritt 


CAT 341 2’s (1350 hp) M.O.H. 800 hrs. w/warranty thru 10/15. 2012 refit includes 
complete paint job, (2) new generators, teak deck, interior decor, bottom job & more. All 
systems serviced. Recent survey. Price reduced! 

Call MICHELE 


PRICE REDUCED 












NEW CONSTRUCTION • BROKERAGE SALES • SMITH-MERRITT INSURANCE • FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD 


2004 60’ Sculley 1 999 51 ’ C&S 

Loaded w/great equipment, MTU1 2V2000’s recently serviced; beautiful interior & Unbelievable over built custom day boat, 1000 hour service just completed. This is 

layout; complete maintenance log; great ride & ready to go. Owner says sell! Call BRAD truly a one of a kind; there is nothing out there like it. Please call BRYCE or BRAD 



1988 50’ R&R Bob Sherbert SF 2005 47’ Riviera 

QSMIl 660 hp each 246 hrs; turnkey, custom, in mint condition with numerous Great for family or serious fishing, NEVER FISHED, one owner, reliable CATS w/1 000 
upgrades! Call BOB hr. service just completed. A must see, meticulous owner. Call BRAD 



1989 44’ Kincheloe-Nickerson Custom SF 2009 35’ Custom Carolina Calyber 

Twin 8V96 820 hp, Westerbeke 10.5 kw gen, 600 gpd watermaker, spare props, VOLVO IPS with Sport Fish Mode D-6 500, Dual Helm Stations with full electronics 
in-deck live well, tuna door, 2 staterooms, 2 heads. Excellent maintenance, fast, package. Maneuverability is unbeatable! Call BRYCE 
economical, soft entry & plenty of comfort. Call MICHELE 

MERRITT’S BOAT & ENGINE WORKS • BROKERAGE SALES 

2931 N.E. 16th St., Pompano Beach, FL 33062 • (954) 943-6250 • merrittboat.com • Serving the Yachting community since 1947! 
Bob 954.303.771 8 I Bobby 954.494.6741 I Brad 954.802.2962 I Bryce 772.485.8860 I Karl 772.21 5.31 08 I Michele 954.444.9230 I Mike 954.444.3957 













GET TO BLUEWATER 


Vi(^\Ay -Lk (^u^ Yggur a_ V-U<-a\^ 3>€aAer! 


viking 

yocAfa 



Viking 70 Convertible - Remarkable Maneuverability! - Contact Us Today! 



Viking 55 Convertible - Tournament Winning Cockpit! - Contact Us Today! 



Viking 46 Convertible - Ready for Action! - Contact Us Today! 



62' Viking 2016 - Twin Cat C32A at l,925bp ea. - May 2015 Delivery! 



52' Viking 201 6 - Twin MAN VI 2 at 1 ,400hp ea. - May 2015 Delivery! 



42' Viking 2015 - Twin Cummins QSC at 600hp ea. - Ready to Fisb! 



Bluewater Outer Banks Yacht Yard Jarrett Bay Marine Park Bluewater Yacht Yard 

Wanchese, NC - Broad Creek Marker i6 Beaufort, NC - ICW Mile Marker i^8 Hampton, VA - Hampton River Marker 2 

252.475.1420 252.728.2690 757723.0793 




BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COM 


877*269.3021 



68' Hatteras 2008 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304 



60' Custom Carolina 1983 - Call Ben: 252.241.7757 



56' Paul Mann 2009 - Call Peter: 252.725.3133 



54' Custom Carolina 1999 - Call Roger: 410.456.3659 



48' Cabo 2007 -Call Clark: 919.669.1304 



45' Custom Carolina 2007 - Call Roger: 410.456.3659 



40' Cabo 2006 - Call Scott: 703.307.5900 


mlueutsi ten 

Cl I ^ 




• ’3 * SAME 

o A T W o * K S BaCS tB^VE ORAMK BANKS. PP/NCESS 

V A C H T 5 ' 


(New model representation varies by territory) 



64' Hatteras 2006 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304 63' Custom Carolina 2013 - Call Kelly: 910.231.8890 61' Viking 2005 - Call Kelly: 910.231.8890 



60' Hatteras 2005 - Call Howard: 252.241 .4831 58’ Ritchie Howell 2003 - Call Roger: 41 0.456.3659 58' Custom Carolina 2003 - Call Ben: 252.241 .7757 



55' Viking 2003 - Coll Hank: 804.337.1945 55' Viking 1998 - Call Sean: 910.620.1900 54' Hatteras 2005 - Call Mark: 757.406.1673 



50’ Viking 1997 - Call Peter: 910.262.3218 50' Viking 1998 - Call Scott: 443.373.6313 


50' Hatteras 1999 - Call Peter: 910.262.3218 



48' Viking 2006 - Call Jud: 757.846.7909 47’ Buddy Davis 1991 - Call Joe: 252.241.1316 47' Post 1997 - Call Hank: 804.337.1945 



II r 








44 ' Custom Carolina 2006 - Call Tony: 843.329.9493 43’ Rybovich 1965 - Call Bob: 732.598.1374 41' Albemarle 2012 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304 



Baltimore, Kent Narrows & Ocean City, MD — Gloucester Point & Hampton, VA — BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COAA 
Wanchese, Beaufort & Wrightsville Beach, NC Charleston, SC — Riviera Beach, FL — 877*2^9*3^21 











Rainmaker I 1988 73' Palmer Johnson 
$1,295,000 I Tommy Thompson, 954.205.7979 


2 Intense I 2007 67' Bertram 
$1,995,000 I Ernesto Bustamante, 305.281.7684 

Not for Sole or Charter to U.S. Residents While in U.S. Waters 



Reel Happy I 2013 64' Bertrom 


Shark Bait I 2006 63' Bertram 




■m 

1, ■ ' 





$2,849,000 I Ernesto Bustamante, 305.281.7684 

Not for Sale or Charter to U.S. Residents While in U.S. Waters 


$1,299,000 I Gary Goldman, 954.330.8958 


Brokerage & Charter 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Showroom): 954.760.6530 • FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Bahia Mar): 954.376.4836 • HUNTINGTON, NY, 631.824.6161 
MIAMI, FL: 305.638.8495 • NAPLES, FL: 239.262.5063 • NEWPORT, Rl: 401.619.5863 • NEWPORT BEACH, CA: 949.236.4994 
SAG HARBOR, NY: 866.926.3375 • STUART, FL: 772.692.1122 • MEXICO CITY, MX: +5255.8647.2400 
WWW.ALLIEDMARINE.COM • SALES@ALLIEDMARINE.COM 




70™ANNIVERSARY 


ALLIED MARINE 


Rowdy I 1999 63' Hines Farley 
$1,599,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 


Carpe Momentum I 2005 58' Donzi 
$1,499,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 



Duck Soup I 1994 58' Tribute 
$1,099,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 


Nice & Easy I 2012 57' Bertram 
$1,999,000 I Tom Jenkins, 772.201.1800 






i ■ 


Marimar I 2005 57' Bertram 
$799,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 


Lamplighter I 2013 54' Bertram 
$1,995,000 I Judy Torrey, 561.312.4125 


Brokerage & Charter 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Showroom): 954.760.6530 • FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Bahia Mar): 954.376.4836 • HUNTINGTON, NY, 631.824.6161 
MIAMI, FL: 305.638.8495 • NAPLES, FL: 239.262.5063 • NEWPORT, Rl: 401.619.5863 • NEWPORT BEACH, CA: 949.236.4994 
SAG HARBOR, NY: 866.926.3375 • STUART, FL: 772.692.1122 • MEXICO CITY, MX: +5255.8647.2400 
WWW.ALLIEDMARINE.COM • SALES@ALLIEDMARINE.COM 




IDES CUSTOM YACHTS 


Beam -15’ Standard Equipment 

Draft - 4’ FCI Water Maker 

Engines - Twin 715 QSM Ice Maker 
12 kw Generator Pop Up T.V. 

Fuel SOOgal Cablemaster Glendinning 

Water 1 50gal Fresti/Saltwater Washdown 

2 Freezers 

2 Refrigerated Drink Boxes 
2 Live Wells 

6’ Fish Box w/ Ice Dump 
Tuna Door 

^rge Anchor Locker w/ Drying Vent 
m Kxw Thruster & Windlass 

f TPop Up Cleats 

^ Electric Rod Plugs 


Premiering at Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show 

Contact Central Listing Agent Robert Biber for More Infortation 


C- 772-233-1004 
0- 561-799-6511, 
Robert@MacGregorYachts.com 







2352 PGA Boulevard 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL33410 

i nf o@ M acC reg orYac h t s . CO m 


















'2352 PGA Boulevard 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 


561.799.6511 

info@macgregoryachts.com 


83' SEA FORCE IX 2007 


76' MARK WILLIS 2008 


A fishing battleship with the 
comforts of a motor yacht. 2400 hp 
16V2000S provide a 29 kt cruise. 

4 SR / 4 head layout, tremendous 
salon w/top of the line equipment 
& a fisherman s cockpit. Built by a 
highly knowledgable owner, this 
boat has it all and can do it all. 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent 


MTU M/93s,2400hp.This is the 
highest pedigree finish ever! 
She's perfect in every way! 
Tremendous 4 stateroom layout 
& superior seakeeping abilities. 
She's ready and better than new! 
Contact Worldwide 
Central Agent 


74'TRIBUTE 2003 


72'TRIBUTE 2007 


Repowered in 2012 with C-32As. 
Provides a 30 kt cruise, holds 
3300 gallons of fuel. Incredible 
4 stateroom / 4 head layout. 

She's built to travel with 
redundant equipment and she 
shows very nice. Don't miss this 
one! Contact Worldwide 
Central Agent. 


4 stateroom / 3 head layout, 
plus a huge tackle room. Powered 
by Cat C-32As boasting a 35 kt 
cruise, burning 112 gph. She has 
a beautiful cherry wood interior 
accented by rich leathers and 
exotic marbles. She's ready to go 
anywhere. Contact Worldwide 
Central Agent. 


W FAUL MANN 2009. Twin CAT C aZAs, platinum 66' HINES FARLEY 2002. IBSOtip M!Us provide 3Skt 65' MONTEHEY 1993. Twin 3412s provide 26 ftnet 64' SUNNY BRIGGS 2001. C 36 Csts 1550hp, 2 
warranty through IQ/IS or 6, ODD his. 3 SfV4 head laiyiaut, cruisap 3 large statertroms, 3 heaifs. Beautiful Cuban cmisa. 4 stateroom 3 head layeni, set up to travel w/ 19D0 North am Lights generalois. Feahirod a large selen 
gorgeous, well appointed interior w/the finest hardware mahogany interior w/ superior finish work. Incredible gal fuel. Recent updates include: new hardtop, electronic with dinette and 3 oversized staterooms. She's had 
and detail. Complete electronics package, low original cockpit area w/ spectacular ride in heavy seas. Very controls, Garmin electronics, (2) 25kW Phaser generators many updates and is ready to go. Fantastic sea boat, 
hofirs. EicollMcrubi speed and an amazing Carolina ride, nice boat! Contact Worldwide Central Agent. and mnre. Well kept end represents e tremendous velue LoDSted in Texes. Contact Worldwide Ceotrol Agent 
ready to go anywhere! Contact Worldwide Central Agenl. for this size raoge. Contact Worldwide Cenlra I Agent 


61' JIM im 12 cylinder MANS provide 32 60' HATTERAS 2000. Ideel bnetlqr set ions fislriiig BT BERTRAM 200S.TwinCBteipillBr1656hpi:-32sw/ 55' RYBOVICH 1969. lOCyl MANs 2003. This boat 
kt cruise @70gph. 3 siateroom/S head lafyout Major of family cmising with its 4 stateroom layout end 2^ craisa. 35R/3 head layout She was 2008 Bertram has been completely redone between 2003-2013. She 
updates in 2012 include mezzanine with custom dependable 3412 CAT power. She has beautiful cherry demo boat equipped w/ 2 Gyros, A/C mezzanine and is in excellent condition. The exquisite layout allows 
refrigeration, new teak deck and covering boards, all interior and is captain maintained. This popular Hatteras top-of-the-line electronics. Proven tournament winner, for unparalleled entertaining. Huge cockpit Truly a 
rtaw interior. Excsllem condition! Contact Wbridwide model is a mustsee. Cont&ct Worldwide Central Agent Naimfous recent updates, super clean & maintained w/ turn-key vessel. For enthusiasts, this is the ex: "Bull" 
Central Agent ait open chechtrooh. Contact Worldwide Central Agent Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 


56' F&S 2612. Volvo IPS drive system providesSOkt 44' RYBOVICH 1990. Twin Turbos. Blue Printed 42' RYBOVICH (MARGARITAVICH) EXPRESS 42' INVINCIBLE 2014. Quad 300hp Mercury Verados. 
cruise speed. Very geod sea beat with a spectacular One olthree44' Exp, Iniiltby RybevKh. Always maiRtainedlo WALKAROUND 2094. Twin 66(Hip Cumroins QSM11 She has a tow eye, windlass, large console with 
2 stateroom interior layout! A prime example of the highest standards by knowledgable owners. Repainted, Electronic (2000hr Inspection 2014). The perfect boat for head, Garmin electronics, dive door, painted hull, 
what a custom boat should be. Contact Worldwide total interior refit at Rybovich, new teak deck & covering fishing or cruising wAoo many updates to mention. This Cost system with infrared, and more! It's the only 
Central Agent. boards, new LED tower lights, running lights, interior accent vessel has been maintained by a professional captain and 2014 available! Buy a new boat without the wait! 

lights. Truly turn-key! Contact Worldwide Central Agent, is lift kept. Must see! Contact Worldwide Central Agent. Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 


Jamie MacGregor, Scott Alvarez, Robert Biber, Joe Dougherty, Tommy Ewer, Max Olivier, Jimmy Werling 







PU RAVI DA 

93' (28.35m) 1995/2012 Broward 


BLACK SHADOW 

83' (25.3m) 2007 Sea Force IX 


EL LOBO 

90' (27.4m) 2008 Affinity 


Worth Avenue 


SALES I NEW CONSTRUCTION | CHARTER 





*Not for sale or charter to US residents while in 

US waters 

PALM BEACH 

MONACO 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

TEL+1 (561)833-4462 

TEL -E377 97 77 67 57 

TEL+1 (954) 703-5737 

150 Worth Avenue, Suite 136 

Le Panorama, 57 Rue Grimaldi 

1318 SE 2nd Avenue 

Palm Beach, FL | 33480 
www.WorthAvenueYachts.com 

Monaco 98000 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Team® Worth AvenueYachts.com 






Spectacular Opportunity To Own One Of The Most Sought After Custom Sport Fishing Vessels In The World With No Wait Timel 
5 Staterooms; 6 FHeods; Sleeps 10 including crew; Twin 16V2000 M94's with 2600 HP each with only 800 hours; High-end custom interior including 
on exquisite full beam master with ensuite and office; Teak and maple flooring in the Solon and Oolley with lapis ozule countertops and much morel 
No expense was spared when building this custom vessel. Located in Los Suenos, Costa Rico. 



70' Hatteras GT, Available April 2016 (Hull #404) 



63' Hatteras GT, Available January 2016 (Hull#218) 







Authorized Dealer 

^EdgeVfeter boats 





Tom George Yacht Group • Marker 1 Marino • 343 Gousewoy Blvd., Suite 210 • Dunedin FL 34698 • Gffice; 727-734-8707 

Gontoct: Tom George, GPYB 727-709-5020 
View our inventory at www.TGYG.com 




GAIATI 

C YACHT SALES 

galatiyachts.com 


New & Brokerage Yacht Sales I Charter 
New Construction I Unsurpassed Customer Support 
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S2* VIKING 


pfmNcmss 




PRESTIGE 



80’ DONZI ENCLOSED BRIDGE 



74’ VIKING 



68’ - 65’ VIKING 



82' 2010 $4,725,000 Tony 2394509612 
82' 2011 $5,395,000 Jim 850.259,3246 


65’ HATTERAS 


80' 2003 Enclosed Bridge 
$2,195,000 

Call Carmine Jr. for detaife 941 .725.0567 

64’ VIKING 



65' 1995 $359,000 Larry 850.259.8989 
65' 1993 $479,000 Artie 650.259.7807 


65' 1986 $325,000 Cory 281 636.2228 


60' 2008 $1,995,000 Carmine Jr. 941725.0587 
60' 2009 $1 ,995,000 Jim 850.259.3246 


61 2002 S789,Q0Q Randy 711816.2165 



64' 2007 Viking Convertible 
$1,695,000 

call Tony for details 305,519.5805 


56’ VIKING 



56' 2006 $1,295,000 Jim 850.259.3246 
56' 2004 $995,000 Jim 650.259.3246 


54’ VIKING 



74' EB 2007 $2,795,000 Chris 813.503.8398 
74' CNV 2006 $2,795,000 Jason 941,518.1171 
74' EB 2005 $2,195.000 Jim 850.259.3246 


63’ -60’ HATTERAS 



68’ 2006 $1695,000 Jim 850.259.3246 
68' 2006 SI ,695,000 Tony 941 .527.1 273 
65' 2000 $975,000 Rar>dy 713.816.2165 


61’ BLACKWELL 



63' 2012 $2,995,000 Jim 850.259.3246 
60- 2008 SI .549,000 Kevin 650.259.1 229 
60^ 2003 $775,000 tody 713.816.2165 


55’ VIKING 



55’ 201 3 Vikina Convertible 
$2,475,000 

Call Tony for details 941.527.1273 


52’ VIKING 

o. 



Gl 2005 Blackwell Covertible 
$1,495,000 

Call Michael for details 941.725.2782 


55’ VIKING 



55' 2013 $2,650,000 Michael 941.725.2782 
55' 1999 $509,000 Jim 850.259.3246 


52’ » 40’ CABO 



55' 2013 Viking Convertible 

$2,695,000 

Cali Tony for details 94 1 .527. 1273 


50’ VIKING 



50' 2013 $1,750,000 Steve 850.654.1575 
50' 2009 $1 ,150,000 Carmine Jr. 941,725.0587 
50' 2000 $505,000 Jim 850.259.3246 


54’ 2012 $1895,000 Michael 941725.2782 
54' 2008 $1 ,190,000 Randy 713.816.2165 


46’ VIKING 



46' 2014 Viking Convertible 
$1425,000 

Gall Jim for details 850.259.3246 


52’ 2006 Viking Convertible 
$895,000 

Call Kevin For details 850.259.1229 


45* - 42’ VIKJNG 



45' QPH 2006 $550,000 Eric 850.259.3172 
45' cm 2006 $650,000 Kevin 850.259.1229 
42' 2013 OPN $999,00 Jim 941.228.0630 


52' 2009 $879,000 Randy 713.81621 65 
47' CMV 2001 $595,000 Stan 850.596.1645 
40' 20Q5 $449,000 Larry 650.259.8969 


35’ - 32’ CABO 



35' 2005 $309,000 Ben 850.259.3009 
35' 2001 $109,000 Stan 850.596.1645 
32' EXP 2006 $239,000 Chris 813.503.8398 


Anna Maria, FL Destin, FL Tierra Verde, FL Galveston. TX Naples, FL Orange Beach, AL Tampa, FL Costa Rica 
941.757.1365 850,654.1575 727.576.8336 409-741-8716 239.430.2833 251.974.5468 727.576.8336 941.527.1273 















'2 & Sons 


YacMSaks 



78’ RYBOVICH 2010. 4/4 layout with separate crew quarters aft. C-32 CATs 
provide economical 30+ knot cruise in all sea conditions. All of the finest elec- 
tronics & fishing gear. “As New” condition. Call Mike Matlack: 772-285-5157 


78’ RYBOVICH 2009 

4 stateroom/5 head layout. 16 Cylinder MTUs provide 36-38 knot cruise and 44 knots top end. 
One of the finest in all sea conditions! Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


65’ RYBOVICH 2002 

16 Cylinder MTUs, spacious 3 stateroom/3 head layout. Upgraded electronics and interior. Mainatained 
by the Rybovich yard, don’t miss this great opportunity! Call Bill Snyder: 561 -371 -41 61 


60’ RYBOVICH 1997 

Completely refit with 1360hp CR MANS, Bausch American tower, new electronics, teak, 
paint, varnish, etc...This boat is nearly perfect! Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


■ " "45’ RYBOVICH 1969/2012 

Completely restored classic in absolutely perfect 
condition! One of the prettiest Rybos ever built! 

Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


61’ GARLINGTON 1997 

Major refit 2012/13 including paint, new salon 
layout & decor. Extensively customized! 

Call Bill Snyder: 561 -371 -41 61 " 


48’ BUDDY DAVIS 2007 

C-18 CATs. SUPER CLEAN with many updates 
including: new mezzanine deck, new Stidd chairs. 

Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


2’ GAMEFISHERMAN 2004 


GAMEFISHERMAN NEW CONSTRUCTION 




2 












Only Walkaround currently available. A totally restored classic that is a true 10! 30’ - 60’ Flybridge, Express orWalkaround 


Recent paint. 480hp Cummins. 


CAT power, Hopewell tower, 


configuration. Great seaworthiness & speed! 


Call Mike MaUack: 772-285-5157 Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 Call Mike Matlack: 772-285-5157 


FOR RYBOVICH NEW CONSTRUCTION INFO CALL: - 

tio’ 





UNITED YACHT SALES 



45' BERTRAM - 2007 

This is a nice 2007 45’ Bertram powered with desirable QOOhp 
Common Rail MAN diesels. Asking $685,000 

Chuck Newman 904-607-7286 



40' CABO - 2007 

TOY II is a fantastic example of a well maintained family fishing, diving 
and cruising vessel. Countless upgrades that make her special and 
the next 40 Cabo express to be sold. Asking $590,000 

Chris Cunningham 772-708-5516 


UYS Listings 



42' WESMAC - 2003 


Turn-key commercial tuna yacht owned and operated by a long time 
tuna fisherman. Major refit in ’13. 800hp CAT 3406E Asking $499,900 

Mordy Miitz 516-606-1282 



36' Glasstech - 2001 


This one of a kind Custom Walk-Around is the ULITMATE South Florida 
TOURNAMENT Sportfish. The Boat was hauled in the summers of 
2012/2013/2014 and received an extensive re-fit. 

Keegan Bird 772-215-1691 




40' KNOWLES - 1986/2011 

Custom 40’ Billy Knowles cold-molded express sportfish. One of 
the finest mid-sized express boats ever made. Asking $349,000 

Christopher Cooke 888-922-4814 


30' G&S - 2007 

Completely restored in 2007 including NEW YANMAR POWER. 
Asking $114,900 

Andrew Troyer 850-499-7013 


New Jersey Division 

Over 1000 Listings to Choose erom including over 150 listings located in New Jersey 



64' Titan - 2015 

Twin C32 1925hp 3 Staterooms 3 Heads and Mezzanine. 
Call for Price 

Scott White 609-780-0309 



46' Custom Release - 2012 

Twin Cummins 715 HP. Designed to fish, and fish hard, with input 
from some of the finest captains and anglers. Asking $1,099,000 

BiiiKocis 609-439-6159 



42' HENRIQUES - 2007 

C12 CATS, Two Staterooms, SAT, FLIR, Exceptionally Clean 

Scott White 609-780-0309 



45' VIKING - 2008 



47' Buddy Davis - 1989 



46' Ocean - 2007 


Twin MAN 900CRM 1000 hour service completed, teak cockpit, 2xCAT C12. 2xMTU Series 60. Asking $449,999 

Island Galley Asking $685,000 Asking $239,900 RJ Meiton 609-351-5690 

Scott White 609-780-0309 Steve Casteiiini 856-457-2449 


WWW.UYSNJ.COM WWW.UYSNJ.COM 
Scott white ' bill kocis melton - frank wise 

Scott Krawiec *^0 Steve Castellini 

Exclusive Dealers for New Jersey! 

Contact us for all of your Hatteras needs! 



WWW. UNITEDYACHT .COM 






tournamentyachtsales.com 

View yacht videos on our website. 


Every day is 
a tournament; 
let us compete 
for you! 



102' DESTINY MA' 2001. “Pushy” accommodates 10 guests in 5 large staterooms with an on deck master. 
Twin 2800 HP 12V400 M90 MTU's cruise 24 knots @ 1850 RPM, max 30 knots. $400,000 refit at the 
Rybovtch y^htyarid In 2010 wttih new AV systems, interior soft goods, electronics upgrades* etc 


70' JARRETT BAY 2008. New 2400 MTUs refit in 2011 with engines warranty until May 2016. A rare 
opportunity to purchase one of the fastest and most elegant sportfishing boats on the market. 4 staterooms, 
3 heads. Cruise 37 kts, top end 46 kts. Easy to show. Located in Palm Beach. 



68' WEAVER BOATWORKS 2008. Beautiful custom sportfish now offered for sale. New to market 4 64' CAISON YACHTS 2006. Economical with C32s @ 1650hp. Just completed (10/14) paint job 
stateroom / 3 head layout with teak mezzanine. 2400 HP MTU M93 engines, easy 38 kt cruise! 48kttop by American Custom Yachts, new teak deck, new enclosure, new carpet, upgraded electronics, 
end! One of the finest Weavers built. Highly customized interior. (2) 25 kw Northern Lights Generators. watermBkiw', icemaker, bottom work (Sept 2014). 



60' SPENCER 2013. Twin CAT C18s 1150hp with ext warranties, customized at American Custom Yachts with 
tuna tubes, sea keeper gyro, bow tank live well. Teak deck, teak covering boards, mezzanine seating, side 
scanning sonar. Too many options to list. Current record holder for most blue marlin in one season. 



2010 42' YELLOWFIN. Loaded! Low hour twin 350 
Yamaha's. Forward seating. Garmin electronics, full 
tower, underwater lights, generator, bow thruster, 
engine warranty until Dec. 2015. Extra rod holders. 



58' DAVIS BOATWORKS 1998. 3/3 layout boat 
with 750 original hours on CAT 3412's, twin 
generators, water maker, maple interior, Eskimo 
icemaker and more! 


60' RICKY SCARBOROUGH 1998. New to Market with twin CAT 3412's. 3 stateroom 2 head layout and 
room to sleep 6. Upgrades in 2010 include new paint, generator, new bottom faired and painted. 2014 new 
A/C, engine mounts, hot water heater. Furuno 3D Navnet electronics, Garmin Plotter. Tournament proven. 



42' LIBERTY YACHTS FLYBRIDGE 1995. Original 
owner. Low hour Twin 510hp MANs. Lightweight, 
rigid construction. Marlin tower. Soft ride, awesome 
layout, well maintained. One of a kind custom boat. 



50' VIKING 1998 w/ 10 cylinder man engines. State 
of the art, new Simrad electronics with JL audio 
system. New bridge curtains, fresh bottom paint. 
Just completed full detail on topsides and hull. 



58' MONTEREY CUSTOM 1988. 2003 CAT C-18s, 
many recent updates: paint, SS shafts, power 
steering, transom fishbox, 96 mile touchscreen 
Furuno radar, 41 ft. Rupp Tournament Outriggers. 


57' ISLAND BOATWORKS 2014. 2013 White Marlin 
Open Winner. Twin C32 Cats 1650hp w/3-year 
warranties. 41 kt cruise, 48 kttop speed. Multi-level 
cockpit mezzanine seating. Sat HDTV, bait freezer. 


55' RICKY SCARBOROUGH 2001. Meticulously 
maintained, ext paint Job, new hardtop, frame 
and curtains, 130 gallon FW tank and new teak 
coverboards in 2011/12. Low hours on 12 cyl MANs. 


38' JARRETT BAY 2002. One of the finest Express 
boats available. Fresh top side paint. New cover 
boards, exterior cushions from helm to tower, rudders 
& transducer. Electronic upgrades. Low hour Cats. 



Sponsored by 
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Call us for your next purchase or sale 

1-866-NEW-YACHT ( 866 - 639 - 9224 ) 

Jimmy Fields • Alan Fields • Dave Fields • Ronnie Fields • Jeff James • Bill Jones • Charley Pereira • Scott Smith • Gary Stamm • Steve Trattner 

info@tournamentyachtsales.com • tournamentyachtsales.com 
Ocean City, MD • Outer Banks, NC • Palm Beach, FL 







Worldwide Yacht Sales | Yacht Charters | New Yacht Construction 



2000 78' Buddy Davis - $1,750,000 Mike Wiener - 267.300.2169 





2008 67’ Lyman Morse - $2,650,000 Rob Dorfmeyer - 216.533.9187 


1989 54’ Egg Harbor - $129,000 Greg Merritt - 


1967 47’ Daytona - $219,500 Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 


1972 46’ Egg Harbor - $89,000 Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 



To see more details about these 


and all 


other 



globe, please visit our website below. 


1.855.266.5676 | 954.684.0218 | info@curtisstokes.net 


curtisstokes. 







Go to: SouthJerseyYachtSales.com 
For all of our new, trade and brokerage inventory! 


SOUTH JERSEY 

YACHT SALES 

SPORTFISHING SPECIALISTS - NEW, USED & BROKERAGE YACHTS 




CC-24 OB-28 
EXPRESS FISHERMEN 

24,26, 28, 29, 31, 33, 36 & 41 

CONVERTIBLE -41 


FS-26,30,32,34&38 

TOURNAMENT -30, 34 & 38 
CUDDY- 32 & 38 

EXPRESS -41 SPORT BRIDGE -41 


BILLFISH-37 EXPRESS -37 
SUPER SPORT 

42, 46, 50, 54, 58 & 73 

MAKAIRA-64 


CONV - 42, 46, 52, 55, 62, 66, 70, 76, 82 & 92 

EXPRESS -42, 46 & 52 MY -75 

ST-42&52 SC-42 
ENCL BRIDGE - 62, 66, 70, 76, 82 & 92 


SKIFF -17 HYBRID -21 
BAY -24 RHIB-40 
CENTER CONSOLE 

29, 32, 34, 36, 39 & 42 



40' Cabo Exp *2008 

T-800hp MAN Diesels 

$540,000 


34'Jupiter*2015 
Triple-300hp Yamahas 

Call for Pricing • New Boat 


40' Ocean SS*2001 

T-420hp Cat Diesels 

$205,500 


40'Ocean 55*2003 

T-420hp Cat Diesels 

$199,900 


42' Ocean 55*2006 

T-575hp Cat Diesels 

$349,000 


42'Yellowfin*2014 

3x350hp Yamaha 4-Strokes 

$529,000 


45'Viking Conv * 2004 

T-800hp MAN Diesels 

$369,000 


43' Bertram Conv * 1 989 

T-550hp Detroit Diesels 

$109,000 


45'Hatteras Conv *1986 

T-535hp Detroit Diesels 

$99,000 


46' Ocean 55*2007 

T-865hp Cat Diesels 

$450,000 


47' Buddy Davis *1990 

T-735hp Detroit Diesels 

$179,000 


48'Viking Conv *2007 

T-IIOOhpMANCRM Diesels 

$819,000 


50'Viking Conv *2001 

T-1050hpMAN Diesels 

$429,000 


48'Ocean 55*1987 

T-485hp Detroit Diesels 

$129,500 


50'Ocean 55*2005 

T-825hp MTU Diesels 

$479,000 


50' Egg Harbor Conv * 2006 

T-825hp MTU Series 60 Diesels 

$499,000 


52' Viking Conv *201 5 

T-1400hp MAN CRM Diesels 

Call for Pricing 


52' Viking Open *2010 

T-1 360hp MAN CRM Diesels 

$1,379,000 


54'Viking Conv * 2008 

T-1550hpMAN Diesels 

$1,249,000 


64' Makaira by Ocean Yachts 
2015* T-1 925hp Cat Diesels 

$3,300,000 









Fox YACHT Sales 



fox y<icbt Saks 


HUGE BROKERAGE 
INVENTORY 






65' Blackwell Custom Carolina 2006 

ISOOhp CAT C-32'sw/ warranty thru 8/16, 
40 knot cruise, (2) gens., fresh interior, 
mezzanine, new tower, tons of updates. 
$1,600,000 Call Chris Fw 



61' Viking Convertible 2003 

Twin 1480hp MTU's, twin generators, premiere 
interior, teak cockpit and covering boards. 
Captain maintained and constantly updated. 
$825,000 Call Peter Fox 



Viking Convertibles 

58' Enclosed Bridge 1999 $375,000 Call Chris Fox 
52' 2005 w/mezz, 1050 MANS, $799,000 Call Jay Jones 
48' 2005, 1100 MANS, $659,000 Call Peter Fox 
45' mng 2003, SOOhp MAN'S, $390,000 Call Chris For 



Cabo Flybridges 

48' Cabo 2008, C18 CAT's, $699,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' Cabo 2004, 3126 CAT's, $229,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' 2003, loaded, 450 CAT's, $210,000 Call Chris Fox 


Cabo Expresses 

40' 2007 w/ MAN'S $459,000 Call Peter Fox 
35' 2001, 3208 CAT's, $125,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' 1994, 435hp CAT's, $85,000 Call Chris Fox 


65' Hatteras Convertibles 

1994 Open Bridge, 16V92's, 
$375,000 Call John Cochrane 
1987 Enclosed Bridge, MTU V8 396's, 
$375,000 Call John Cochrane 


www.eoxyachtSales.com 



64’ Viking Convertible 2007 

Twin 1850 CAT C-32’s, teak cockpit, new extensive 
electronics in 2012, highly customized interior, 
twin generators, extra fuel. Recently serviced and 
ready to go! I $1,370,000 Call Preston Stofer 



65' Merritt 1993 

1500 HP DD Series 2000, twin gensets, 
mezzanine, new 2012 electronics, 
turn-key, constantly upgraded! 

Call John Cochrane 


203 W. Cotter, Port Aransas, TX 78373 
361-749-4870 


35 AAazatlan, Rockport, TX 78382 
361-729-3150 


1900 Shipyard Dr., Seabrook, TX 77586 
409-739-4817 



Wright 

Hall1)fl&&me 


You’ve Seen This AGtlj|yi|cturesBef(jr& 

Now Come See It 111 PsrSilll!# 


Every time you look through this magazine and drool over the beautiful picttire$ 
of big boats and big fish, you think to yourself, I’m going to go catch one of - 
those one day. Well, my friend, THAT TIME IS NOW! Join our staff of experts in 
2016 as Marlin University visits some of the best big-game destinations on tho ~ 
planet. Depending on which of the exciting destinations you choose, you wilF . ^ 
get a crash course in light- and/or heavy-tackle game-fishing techniques. 

If you are a numbers guy who wants a lot of practice, choose one of our 
Central or South American trips, where we catch loads of sails. And if you 
want to catch a giant, we always include at least one trip on the schedule 
where we can target big marlin and have a legitimate shot at a sea beast. 

Give us a call at 407-571-4606 and we can steer you towards the experience 
that will fill your bucket list. 

Marlin University isn’t just an awesome fishing vacation; — it’s the 
only big-game fishing school that puts you on the water because 
that’s where the fish are! 


St. Thomas July 31 - Aug 5 
Australia Nov 8-12 


Costa Rica Feb 17-22 
Guatemala April 21-26 


Additional 2016 classes coming soon! 

For information, caii 407-571-4606, 
or visit mariinuniversity.com 


V Dave Ferrell 
Editor-at-Large 
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www.DowneyYachts. com 


59-foot Taylor Made 2003 
Custom Carolina 
Sport Fisherman 
I 2013 Man CR 1360’s - Full Warranty! 
Beautiful Teak Interior [ 


56-foot Freedom Yachts 2009 
Carolina Sportfish 
4 Cabins - 3 Heads 
3 Engines - Volvo IPS 
Bristol 


56-foot Sunny Briggs 2009 
Captain Maintained 
Fantastic Rid© 

Cat Power 


68-foot Wanchese 
Custom Carolina 1997 
Sleeps 7 

Large & Comfortable 
2 Full Heads 


561 - 842-3225 


207 E. Blue Heron Blvd, Suite 1 
Riviera Beach. FL 33404 


WNEY 

YACHT SALES, INC. 


yj\£RE'SYOUR CHANCETo 


Own CL fijwvQjri ^aiduLft! 



date: 1213-lb Blue Marlin 


more. 1,700 hrs on MAN 


1550-HP. Best catch to 


2005 61' Blackwell 

Extensive refit in 2012: 
new engines, ZF trans- 
missions, electronics 
pkg, Furuno Searchlight 


For more information: 

Capt. Randy (808) 960-7000 
Capt. Shane (808) 896-3111 
Blackwell63.ForSale(3)yahoo.com 




CHASIN TAIL 



A wonderful opportunity to step into an incredible TURN KEY 
custom boat! The owner is taking delivery of his new 80’ 
Weaver and wants this one sold now. Kept in a covered 
boat slip and meticulously maintained to perfection! 
45+ knots - 1485 hours!! Seakeeper 8000 Gyros!! Unbelievable 
audio and video system throughout! 

CONTACT BILL THOMPSON 
251 -979-6000 or bill@billthompsonyachtsales.com 
www.billthompsonyachts.com 
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® THE WRIGHT WAY 

BY CAPT. PETER B. WRIGHT 


My Favorite Fishing Spots 

THE BAHAMAS AND AUSTRALIA'S GREAT BARRIER REEE 


he question I get asked more often than any other is, “Where 
is your favorite fishing spot?” For most of my career, I have 

been the entertainment business, helping anglers catch fish 

and have fun when fishing is decent. But we always try to have a backup 
plan for when conditions are poor. Even if fishing was slow, I could 
almost always make a fishing trip an enjoyable experience for my 
clients. Obviously, this was easier if the target species was available in 
good numbers and was willing to bite our baits or lures. 


With all this in mind, I have to choose 
the Bahama Islands and the Great 
Barrier Reef of Australia as my choices 
for the all-time best recreational fishing 
spots on the planet. For me, they are the 
two most fun places to go sport fishing 
for big-game fish. 

This is in no small part due to the 
weather. It is warm in both places, and 
it’s rarely rough enough to be dangerous. 
In one area’s spring season, which is 
fall in the other spot, three of my 
all-time favorite fish are often found in 
abundance: giant bluefin tuna and blue 
marlin in the Bahamas, and giant 
black marlin in Australia. 

These species of fish can be found in 
other areas, but they lack the tropical 
reefs and the incredible fishing, 
snorkeling and diving. We could fill in 
the slow times that are bound to occur 
when chasing giant, highly migratory 
species with snorkeling, scuba diving 
and angling for numerous other species 
whose size, beauty and fighting ability 
when hooked would make anglers who 
spent their time chasing lesser species 
jealous of the fish we caught for bait. 

If the trade winds did not blow at 
least 12 or 15 knots for several days in a 
row, marlin fishing in Cairns and giant 
tuna fishing in Bimini both slowed 
down. Black marlin and bluefin tuna 
both conserve energy by ‘Tailing” down 
waves. That is what we call their 
behavior of body surfing on the waves 
that rise up when the wind blows in the 
right direction, setting up a decent chop 
on what would otherwise be calm water. 


In good conditions, we could spot a 
big tuna or marlin from the tower, 
sometimes as far as several hundred 
yards away, and we could then maneuver 
the boat to let us present a bait to the 
giant fish without ever allowing it to see 
the boat or sense its presence. We 
prayed for wind, hopefully without rain 
or clouds that lessened our ability to see 
into the water. 



“Nowhere on Earth 
is better than the 
Great Barrier Reef, 
hut tuna time in 
Bimini or Cat runs 
a close second.” 

The annual Cat Cay tuna tournament 
was the only competition I know of 
that was canceled if it was too calm! In 
slick, calm weather in the Bahamas, we 
might get lucky and catch a tuna by 
trolling blindly down the drop-off, but 
probably not. From Bimini or Cat Cay, 
we ran south looking for tuna. We could 
not expect the hordes of tuna that push 
northward along the drop-off when the 
wind blew, but we might find one or two, 
maybe even a small bunch. 

If we felt there was even a slight 
chance of finding fish, we ran several 
miles south, maybe all the way to 
Orange Cay some 30 miles down the 
edge. There, I could put the engines into 


neutral and drift north, all the time 
watching and hoping to see a tuna so we 
could get ahead of it — or them — to 
present a bait, and maybe even get a bite 
and possibly catch and release a tuna. 

In the meantime, we could drop 
down lead-head jigs on heavy-duty 
spinning tackle and catch snapper, 
grouper, amberjack, barracuda, and king 
and cero mackerel. Some days we caught 
permit from giant schools hanging 
suspended just outside the drop-off on 
live crabs we kept in our livewell. 

Another option was not to run so far 
south, but to stop and anchor, with a float 
tied to our anchor line, just south of the 
deep, dredged channel where ships came 
in to pick up loads of silica sand from 
what I first knew as Sandy Key, which 
became Ocean Key when mining started. 

We could chum up yellowtail snapper 
both for their delicious fillets and for 
their use as live bait for the big groupers, 
amberjacks and sharks. At any time we 
might spot our main quarry from the 
tower and have a chance for a bite. 

If the marlin bite turned on in 
Cairns in calm weather, it was more 
likely later in the day. We caught our 
bait early in the day, preferably, when 
big tidal flows from full- or new-moon 
tides concentrated the baitfish near the 
passes through the reef. The giant 
marlin bit better late in the day, even 
though our catch numbers were higher 
in choppy seas. 

If it was so rough it was unsafe to fish 
outside the reef, we could spend 
mornings diving or snorkeling, deep- 
jigging, or we could throw giant popping 
plugs around enormous coral heads in 
calm water. “If the fish bite well, we will 
have all the action you can stand just 
fishing for marlin in the afternoon,” 

I told my clients. “If they don’t, you will 
probably want to quit early. Let’s do 
something behind the reef that is fun 
and go out after lunch.” 

Nowhere on Earth is better than the 
Great Barrier Reef, but tuna time in 
Bimini or Cat runs a close second. @ 
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Get ready for battle. The new Series 2000 M96 engine is 
ideal for the new class of sportfishing yachts. In addition 
to enhanced acceleration, the M96 meets EPA Tier 3 
recreational emission standards without sacrificing 
fuel-efficiency. Experience the Series 2000 M96-a big 
step up in performance. 


www.mtu-online.com 


Power. Passion. Partnership, 


Go big or go home. 

The new Series 2000 M96. Faster acceleration. Outstanding maneuverability. 




ELIMINATE BOAT ROLL. 
KEEP EVERYONE SMILING. 




www,seakeepercom 


